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“I’m	going	to	miss	seeing	Mary	every	day,”	Deanna	Emery	
said	her	to	son,	Ryan	Emery,	one	morning	after	breakfast.		
The	“Mary”	she	was	speaking	of	is	a	Monstrance	handmade	
by	Ryan	from	cedar,	which	touched	the	Emery	household	as	
it	sat	in	various	stages	of	completion	for	more	than	four	
months.	

	

Last	year,	Ryan	was	challenged	in	his	freshman	Religion	class	
at	St.	Thomas	More	High	School	to	think	outside	the	box	in	
order	to	complete	his	service	project.	Carol	Cooper,	
Freshman	Religion	teacher,	challenged	students	to	try	
something	new	and	use	the	experience	to	become	closer	with	
God.	Ryan	chose	woodworking.		STM	Chaplin,	Father	Marcin,	
helped	Ryan	choose	a	design	for	the	Monstrance	and	helped	
order		the	custodia	and	Luna,	which	were	hand	made	by	a	
friend	of	Father	Marcin's	in	Poland.		The	24K	gold	custodia	&	
Luna	will	hold	the	body	of	Christ	for	all	to	pray	before	during	
Adoration	at	the	STM	Chapel	in	the	high	school.		

	

Construction	of	the	Monstrance	consisted	of	Ryan	test	
cutting	scraps	of	pine,		re‐cutting,	sanding,	gluing,	varnishing,	
and	lots	of	safety	lessons	from	Ryan’s	Dad,	David.		The	final	
product	was	made	from	scraps	of	cedar	that	Ryan's	
grandfather	salvaged	from	an	old	cedar	chest.		

	

“This	project	has	touched	many	and	all	have	grown	
spiritually	from	watching	it	take	form.”	stated	Ryan’s	Mom,	
Deanna.		After	the	dedication	and	blessing	of	the	
Monstrance,	Fr.	Marcin	carefully	placed	the	Body	of	Christ	in	
the	Luna,	and	an	audible	gasp	was	heard.			

The	final	design	of	the	Monstrance	is	of	Mary	holding	the	
Body	of	Christ.		The	radiance	of	the	Luna	and	the	light	
colored	wood	that	was	intentionally	carved	into	Mary’s	
hands	bring	a	luminescent	quality	to	the	piece.		Her	caress	
and	adoring	gaze	draw	tears	and	the	desire	to	know,	love,	
caress,	and	gaze	lovingly	upon	Jesus,	as	she	does.				

	

Ryan	is	humble,	his	family	is	proud,	and	the	St.	Thomas	
More	family	is	blessed	to	have	talent	and	faith	in	our	
midst.			

“When	Father	placed	Jesus	in	Mary's	hands	this	morning,	
I	lost	my	breath,”	Carol	Cooper.		 
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Stay connected: 

                   Download the RCCSS app from  

                  App Store or Google Play! 

 

ST. THOMAS MORE HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
 
We are off and running with the new school year. It has been amazing visiting with the 
students and reconnecting after the summer months.  
 
As everyone is settling into the routine, please let us know if you have any questions. 
Hopefully everyone is on PlusPortal and can follow your students academically. As far 
as other information from the school, please download the RCCSS app if you have not 
already done so.  We have daily notifications of events, reminder messages, and important updates. Our 
website, Facebook and Twitter are also other forms of communication that are frequently updated. 
 
Weekly Mass or another form of Religious activity (rosary, Taize prayer service) for grades 6‐12 is 
Thursdays at 9am at the Cathedral.  You are more than welcome to join at any time of the year. What a 
great experience to have Mass with our student body! 
 
Please know that if you would like to meet with me or any of the staff, just email or call and we will set up 
a time to meet.  
 
St. Thomas More families, there are many ways that we as a school can earn money without having 
fundraisers! I will list a few items that can earn money for our school that I am sure you are doing and do 
not even realize the potential of income for our school. They are: 
 

Family Thrift receipts‐ for every $150,000 dollars of receipts our school receives $1,000. (We are 
now only $5,000 short of another $1,000!)   

Every “Our Family” upc code is worth   ‐ $.05 
Every “Box Top for Education” is worth ‐ $.10 

 
If you simply send in these items, we will have groups such as Student Council and National Honor Society 
at our school add them up and then we collect the monies for our school. It is that easy! We appreciate 
your support.  

 “It’s easy when you know how” 
Have a wonderful month and may God Bless you and your family. 
God Bless, 
Mr. Sullivan 
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Dear Families, 

 I am frequently asked, “How do you like being a principal?”  I can truthfully 
say, “I love it!”  I have a new understanding and appreciation for how hard everyone 
works to make our school run.  It's a joy to watch the kids and their teachers working 
together.  I have begun to meet families and I am starting to learn names!   

I have an amazing administrative assistant in Mrs. Long.  Mr. Aberle, our 
counselor, has answered a million questions for me.  Our custodial staff, Jim and Mary 
Ellen Newman and Jake Kammerer work tirelessly to make our building sparkle.  Our 
other principals, Mrs. Lecy and Mr. Sullivan, who are teaching me the “principal 
ropes,” have supported me and I am blessed by the mentorship and patience of Mrs. 
Honeycutt.   So my first month of being a principal is filled with gratitude! 

 We have a fledgling group looking to start up the middle school Parent-Teacher Organization.  If you 
are interested in helping us, please give me a call or drop me a note.  Two awesome parents, Mrs. Tracy 
Ingraham and Mrs. Jonna Kandolin, have coordinated our magazine sales and I know they would love to 
have someone to train to do this job for next year, as their kids are 8th graders.  So please let me know if you 
want to help us build our programs!  

 A program we started for the students this year is called Think Through Math®.  This program will 
be available for all students as an enrichment to their math class.  It is designed to challenge students to 
continue to grow in math skills and can be accessed at home as well.  Teachers will be sending more 
information home.  For more information, check out: https://www.thinkthroughmath.com.  We will continue 
with the Reading Plus® program as well to enrich reading and comprehension skills.  Finally, early bird 
keyboarding class is underway for those students who need to work on speed and accuracy in typing. 

 Parent/Teacher Conferences are Thursday, Sept. 29.  School will be dismissed at 11:20.  Conferences 
are from 1:00-4:00 pm.  Conferences are held in the STM MS gym.  The teachers will be present at that time 
for you to visit on a first come, first serve basis.  If you find that you need to visit with a teacher for longer 
than five minutes, please ask them for a separate appointment.  Students are welcome and encouraged to 
come with parents to conferences.  Evening conferences will be on Thursday, Oct. 6 from 4:00-7:00 pm.  I 
can't begin to tell you how important it is to come to conference.  Checking on students’ grades is only a 
small portion of why you should come.  Meeting and building a relationship between parents and teachers 
can only occur in person.  I look forward to seeing you.  Please know that I appreciate the effort it takes to 
come to conferences! 

 Finally, we have Mass in our chapel on Tuesday at 7:30 am.  I would love to have more families 
come in early to pray with us.  On days that Father is gone, we will still gather for prayer.  I can think of no 
better way to start the day! 

 Be assured of my prayers for you and your families and have a wonderful month! 
Mrs. Olsen
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A Moment 
 

 

 

 

with Mrs. Olsen 
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Cathedral Altar Servers 
Server training will be held at 9:00am, October 15th, in the main church. We would ask that 
anyone who would like to be involved in this ministry to be present at this training. 
Following this general Mass training, at 10:30am of the same day we will be training those 
who wish to serve funeral Masses. These 
ministries are incredibly important since they 
assist in the Sacrifice of the Mass, the very 
source and summit of our worship and faith. 
Please consider coming and encouraging others 
whom you believe would be able to serve in this 
important ministry.   
  
In Christ, 
                Fr. Dillon 

Congratulations to the following RCCSS staff members who have 
completed the VSI training: 

Angela Weber, STM Choir Teacher, Marie Broz, SES Office staff, 
Bridget Decker, STM High School Religion Teacher, Carol Cooper, 
STM High School Religion Teacher, & Mary Helen Olsen, STM 
Middle School Principal.   

The 2nd Annual TACKLING CANCER TOGETHER night is October 7 as we host 
Spearfish.  This year, 100% of our proceeds are going to Hospice of the Hills. 

The night will feature a moment - just before the beginning of the third quarter - to honor those who are battling can-
cer and those who have lost their battle with the awful disease.  The two football teams, coaches, cheerleaders and the 
officials will join together on the field facing the bleachers. Everyone will hold their signs - customized with the 
names of loved ones - high and proud together. 
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"Admirable Saints"   
A snippet from the 8th Grade Grammar and Composition Class. Students not only chose a saint they admired, but also shared 
with us their desire to be more Christ-like. We hope you enjoy a little history and a little insight from some of our 8th graders. 
 
St. Katherine showed tremendous amounts of generosity throughout her life. Because of her 
generosity, she stuck out to me. I picked her because of her concern for others and devotion 
to helping those in need. She was so tenderhearted and loving. Three accomplishments that 
she made that stuck out to me are that Katharine founded the Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament for Black and Native American peoples. From the age of 33 until her death in 
1955, she dedicated her life and a fortune (which was a inheritance)of 20 million dollars to 
this work. In 1894, Mother Drexel took part in opening the first mission school for Indians in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. Katharine Drexel is a great role model. She is kind, humble, loving, 
and of course generous. She showed a distinct passion for what she did, and I hope to follow her example someday.       
By Arin Wagner 

 
Saint Vincent De Paul is the patron of charities, volunteers, hospitals and much more. I hope to be 
like him by joining a volunteer group and helping others as he did. The reason I look up to him is 
because he was born into a poor family, yet helped others greatly! He was a man who clearly 
relied on the grace of God in order to help others and help the poor in his strong embrace. I loved 
how he turned to God he fully relied on him to help out with his life and works. I am really 
inspired by that and hope that I too, can put my life in the hands of God. 
 
While I was reading about Saint Vincent De Paul something really caught my eye. It was how he 

came to Paris as a slave prepared to be a slave for the poor, reaching out to any abandoned child, beggar or criminal 
or anyone who needed support. When he grew old he did not stop his works. When he couldn’t walk he prayed for 
those in need of mercy and help. I too hope to serve others as greatly as he did and fully rely on God. By Makenna 
Boyum 

 
 

St. Damien of Molokai is a saint that lived in the mid-to-late 19th century. He was born in 
Belgium in 1840, but his ministry was in Hawaii. 
 
Damien was very courageous in his actions. During the time he preached in Hawaii in in the 
1860s, lepers were being rounded up and shipped to an isolated colony called Kalaupapa on 
Molokai. The conditions were horrid and a bishop in Hawaii asked for volunteers to help the 
lepers. This was a very important job because doing this meant you were never again allowed to 
leave the colony and you would most likely die of leprosy there. Only Damien volunteered of all 
the priests asked at the time. I would like to have the courage of Damien to help others when I wouldn’t usually like 
to. 
 
Damien was admirable for his compassion for the lepers. When he came to Kalaupapa, he was horrified by the 
living conditions there and immediately set to work on improving them. He appealed to the government multiple 
times and had them send supplies for him and the lepers to build houses, schools, churches and other structures to 
improve the lifestyle of the inhabitants. His efforts drew the attention of others and by the time of his death, many 
priests, nuns, doctors and others were there working to care for the lepers. His compassion for others is something I 
strive for. 
 
Throughout his stay on Kalaupapa, Damien was extremely selfless in caring for the lepers and making their lives 
better. He continued working to improve the colony until he no longer could. It was said that he still hammered 
nails into houses when he barely had any fingers. Some of his last words were, “There is still so much to do.” He 
worked for twenty years until he died at the colony in 1889. I admire Damien for his great selflessness and I would 
like to do things for others as he did.    By Rowan Evans 
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St. Joseph was engaged to be married to Mary.  After their engagement, he found out 
that she was pregnant with a child not conceived by him.  St. Joseph, realizing that Mary 
was bearing a son, planned to divorce her quietly so that she would not be looked down 
upon. However, an angel came to him and and told him that the child was conceived of 
the Holy Spirit and that he needed to stay with Mary. St. Joseph went against the social 
norms and listened to God’s angel by staying with Mary.  This tells me that I need to be 
more caring , more courteous of others, and more trusting of God’s word.   
 
St. Joseph was a foster parent to Jesus. He took Jesus in, even though he wasn’t his own 
son. This teaches me that one doesn’t need to be related to someone to love them. 
 
When the angel came to St. Joseph and told him that his family was in danger, he left 

everything. He left his friends, family, and all his belongings because he trusted the Lord. This tells me that, when it 
comes to God, nothing's more important than following his call and doing as he says. By Rhett Bradsky 

 
Saint Francis of Assisi once said, “ A cat purring on your lap is more healing than any 
drug in the world, as the vibrations you are receiving are pure love and content.” This 
shows that Saint Francis of Assisi has a strong passion for animals and cares a lot about 
them. I hope that I can take care of all my animals in the same way he did. Just like Saint 
Francis of Assisi, I also have a love for animals, especially dogs and puppies. Saint 
Francis also was a writer, and he wrote the song and prayer, “Canticle of the Sun.” My 
personal favorite lyric from the song and prayer is, “Lord make me an instrument of your 
peace,” because it really shows that Saint Francis wanted peace on Earth.  Just like God 
wants us to live peacefully, Saint Francis was willing to work for that, especially for 
animals. I want to someday be able to help bring peace to the world, in any way, if that is 
the plan God has for my life.  In addition, Saint Francis of Assisi was a very persistent 
person who kept working hard until he got what he thought was right. He once said, “ 
Start by doing what is necessary; then do what’s possible; and suddenly you are doing the 
impossible.” This demonstrates his persistence and hard work, even if it seems as though 
it is impossible. I try to be persistent. If it is the right characteristic for the situation, to get what is right or what I 
want. I hope I can someday be half the person Saint Francis of Assisi was! By Abbi Nelson 
 

 
Have you ever listened to the litany of saints during the consecration of the 
Eucharist, and wondered who are these saints and why are they saints. Well, I know I 
have, but to be honest when have any of you taken the time to research a certain 
saint? This Monday I decided to take the time to research one of the many saint 
names I hear at Mass. St. Gemma Galgani is not a common saint name you usually 
hear, but my family often prays to her because she is the patron saint of students, 
pharmacists, paratroopers, parachutists, loss of parents, those suffering back injury or 
back pain, those suffering with headaches/migraines, those struggling with 
temptations to impurity and those seeking purity of heart. I hope to someday be a 
better listener as St. Gemma Galgani was because I find in our society we often talk 
and never listen, but St. Gemma Galgani could help us to listen more and talk less. 
St. Gemma Galgani often listened to God without talking or questioning Him. St. 
Gemma has a strong will. She overcame meningitis and stigmata and still didn’t 
question God’s love for her.I wish that as I grow older I’ll  learn to not question 
God’s love for me as St. Gemma did. Another thing I learned about St. Gemma is 
that she is humble. She was always very grateful towards God’s graces which He 
bestowed on her. I believe that we all have these powers/gifts inside us. All we need 
to do is try and trust in God to do the rest. I hope that one day you will take the time 

to research a saint that you have often heard of, but never have known how they even became a saint and look them 
up. By Lily Hilt 
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