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Official school records 

are kept in the protec-

tion of the school 

unless a student trans-

fers to another school 

and an official transfer 

slip, signed by a par-

ent, is submitted to 

release records.  The 

Family Education 

Rights and Privacy Act 

of 1974 guarantees 

parents and guardians 

of students under the 

age of 18, and all stu-

dents 18 years or 

older, the right to view 

records at any time in 

the Administrative 

Office.  Parents are 

asked to make an ap-

pointment prior to 

such a visit. (For a 

complete reading of 
the law refer to:  

Family Educational 

Rights and Privacy 

Act (FERPA) @ 

http://www.ed.gov/p
olicy/gen/guid/fpco/f
erpa/index.htm) 

St. Elizabeth Seton Elementary School 

“Developing Personal and Academic Excellence in the Catholic Tradition” 

Welcom Back To School 
would like to welcome 

everyone back to school 

with a special welcome to 

all our new families. 

     On Tuesday, August 

23rd, students at St. Eliza-

beth Seton headed back to 

school.  Students started 

the day with a First Day 

of School Mass.  Follow-

ing Mass parents attended 

an orientation while the 

students found their class-

rooms and put their sup-

plies away.  Wednesday 

was the first full day of 

school.  Students arrived 

early to find old friends 

on the playground before 

the whistle blew to line up 

for class.  On behalf of 

the teachers and staff, we 
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AUGUST 24, 2016* 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 

OCTOBER 24, 2016 

NOVEMBER 28, 2016 

JANUARY 2, 2017* 

(in place of Dec. mtg.) 

JANUARY 23, 2017 

FEBRUARY 27, 2017 

MARCH 27, 2017 

APRIL 2, 2017* 

*4:00Pp.m. @ Terra 

Sancta Retreat Center

(also Staff Banquet) 

MAY 22, 2017 

JUNE 26, 2017 

RAPID CITY  

CATHOLIC 

SCHOOL SYSTEM 

SCHOOL BOARD 

MEETING  

SCHEDULE 
 

2016-2017 
 

CATHEDRAL  

RECTORY  

BASEMENT  

MEETING ROOM 

All meeting times are  

at 5:00 p.m. on the  

4th Monday of each 

month. 

*Noted - Exception 

October 
4 K-5th Grade  

 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 SES – 4-7pm (Scheduled) 

6 6th-12th Grade  

 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 STM MS – 4-7pm (MS Gym) 

 STM HS – 4-7pm (HS Commons) 

10 Native American/Columbus Day 

 NO SCHOOL  

19 End of First Quarter (40 days)  

October 

Principal’s Corner 
Dear Parents, 

 

     The start of a new school year can be an exciting time.  It 

opens up many opportunities for you and for each child.  Maybe 

this year your child will discover a new talent or interest or learn 

about something that inspires a new hobby.  Maybe your child 

will earn excellent grades this year or have a piece of artwork displayed.  This is the 

time for a fresh start, and you can help your child achieve great things by setting the 

stage and encouraging a positive attitude and work ethic. 

     Here are a few tips to help you and your child start school with a positive and  

determined attitude: 

 

Know your child’s strengths, and set high expectations:  Have a discussion  

about his or her strengths and academic goals for this year.  Express your support  

and your confidence in his or her efforts and success. 

 

Establish a routine:  Help your child succeed this school year by establishing a  

daily homework schedule and a consistent bedtime.  Be sure to stay involved by  

communication with teachers, checking grades, and asking your child about how 

school is going on a regular basis. 

 

Make a plan:  Ask yourself and your child this question:  What is needed to  

support your child’s work toward their goals?  Brainstorm baby steps he or she  

can take towards these goals. 

 

     When you encourage and support your child - and hold him or her accountable -  

everyone can enjoy a successful school year. 

 

Wishing you and your child a blessed school year, 

 

Colleen Lecy 

Principal, St. Elizabeth Seton Elementary School 

“Developing Personal 

and Academic  

Excellence in the  

Catholic Tradition.” 

Safe Environment Training 

This year Mr. Aberle will have  

Safe Environment Training on the  

first Thursday of the month  

(if there is school). 
 

Next Training: 

Date: October 6th 

Time: 10:30 a.m. 

Location: STM MS 

Additional Training Sessions: 
 

Wednesday, October 12  

Blessed Sacrament at 3:50pm 
 

Saturday, October 15  

St. Isaac Jogues at 12:00 Noon 
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November 1st  
K-5th Grade  

All Saints Mass 

1:30pm 

 

November 7th 
Student Council Meeting 

12:15pm 

 

Catholic Math League 

3:10-3:40pm 

 

November 10th 
SES Chaplaincy Meeting 

3:15pm  

 

End of 1st Trimester 

 

November 11th  
NO SCHOOL 

Veteran’s Day 

 

November 14th-18h 
Artist in the Schools 

 

Classroom Spelling Bees 

 

November 17th 

Christmas Store Pre-

Shopping 

 

November 18th 
3rd-5th Grade Lectio Divina 

8:30am 

 

November 22tnd 
Faith Families 

8:30am 

 

November 23rd-25th 
NO SCHOOL 

Thanksgiving Recess 

 

November 28th 
Advent Wreath Blessing 

8:30am 

 

Nov. 28
th

-Dec. 9
th

 
Student Council Angel 

Tree 

 

November 29th-30th 
Christmas Store 

 
All events are subject to change 

November Coming Events: ShopwithScrip 

Apples, Apples, Apples 

WWW.SHOPWITHSCRIP.COM 

     REGISTER ONLINE AND  

START SAVING NOW! 

the very first to explore the 

new territory and planted 

apple trees.  When settlers 

arrived, they found young 

apple trees ready for sale.  

In the following years, he 

became known as the Ap-

ple Tree Man, or Johnny 

Appleseed. 

     In celebration of 

Johnny Appleseed, born on 

September 26, 1774 near 

Leominster, Mass., Mrs. 

Nelson’s Kindergarten 

Class painted with apples 

and did an experiment to 

see if an apple would float 

or sink to the bottom. 

     Johnny Appleseed’s 

real name was John Chap-

man.  Little is known of 

his early life, but he did 

receive a good education 

which helped him in his 

later years.  By the time he 

was 25 years old, he had 

become a nursery man and 

had planted apple trees in 

New York and Pennsyl-

vania.  

     When land was 

opened for settlement 

in the early 1800’s, 

Johnny was among 
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School Closings 

October 2016 Liturgy Schedule 

Month Date Day Liturgical Event Time Location Presider Ministries

Oct. 7 Friday Worldwide Childrens Holy Hour 8:30 AM HC Chapel Fr. Marcin 5th-Eldridge, servers only

13 Thursday Chaplaincy 3:15 PM SES

14 Friday K-5 Mass 8:30 AM HC Chapel Fr. Marcin 4th-Scholten

21 Friday K-5 Mass 8:30 AM HC Chapel Fr. Marcin 3rd-Velasco, 5th-C-servers

28 Friday K-5 Mass & Parade of Saints 8:30 AM HC Chapel Fr. Marcin 3rd-Brockman, 4th-J servers

As the air turns cooler and the leaves begin to fall and in our ongoing efforts  

to improve communication it is time to review the School Board Policy in  

regards to school closing in time of inclement weather.  The following are 

Storm Day guidelines: 

 

1. DO NOT rely on the decision of the public school.  Our decision involves 

many factors and is made independently of what other schools may  

  decide to do. 

 

2. If there is no announcement about closing, SCHOOL IS OPEN.   

 

3. Administration will attempt to make the decision to cancel school or 

school related activities by 6:00 a.m. 

 

4. Administration will notify parents using a push notification that will be 

sent via the RCCSS phone app and major media outlets. 

 

5. The final decision concerning non-attendance on storm days resides with 

parents.  If the school remains open, parents should exercise their own 

judgment regarding conditions pertaining to their road, car, driving skill 

and other factors. 

 

6. In the event that school closed during the day, parents must have a  

   responsible person listed on the emergency information on file in the  

   office.  Please contact the office immediately when any names or  

    numbers change. 

 

NO STUDENTS MAY BE LEFT AT SCHOOL IN THE EVENT  

OF CLOSURE.  CHILD CARE WILL FOLLOW SCHOOL  

CLOSURE DECISIONS. 

(BP BOD-3000-005) 

 

If you have any questions, please contact the school office at 716-5213. 

On behalf of the students and 

staff at St. Elizabeth Seton, we 

would like to say  

Congratulations to Amanda 

and Colen Kling who were 

married on September 3rd, 

2016.  Amanda is a 2nd grade 

Teacher at Seton and Colen  

is working towards a Masters 

Degree in  Electrical  

Engineering.  May your  

wedding day be just the  

beginning of a new life  

overflowing with warmth, 

laughter, connection,  

friendship, hope, and love. 

Congratulations! 

Mr. and Mrs.  

           Kling 
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Anytime! 
If you have any  

uniforms to donate  
please bring them to 

the SES office. 
 

All donations support the 
PTO.  

For those that are  
unfamiliar with the  

uniform swap,  
it is like a rummage sale,  

only with uniforms. 

In Celebration of National Bring Your Parent to 

Lunch Week the St. Elizabeth Seton Food Service 

Program would like to invite you to eat lunch with 

your child on Tuesday, October 11th.   
 

The meal is “Cheese Pizza Boats with 

Marinara Sauce”. 
  

The cost for Lunch is $3.60 for Adults and  

$2.60 for children.   
 

You may charge it on your child’s lunch card or  

pay in the office. 
 

Lunch times for this day are listed below:  
 

  PRESCHOOL-10:40-11:05 

  K & 1
ST

 -11:20-11:40 

  2
nd

 & 3
rd

 -11:55-12:20 

  4
th

 & 5
th

 -12:30-12:50 
 

Hope to see you there! 
 

Bring Your  

Parent to Lunch 

Congratulations to  

Zander Zandstra  

in winning the Gumball  

Machine during Magazine 

Sales.  There were over  

300 entries. 



Page 6 Cavalier Chronicles 

Breakfast Menu 

On Monday, September 12th in celebration of  

Grandparent’s  Day, St. Elizabeth 

Seton invited Grandparents and other Special Persons 

to a Social with their students.  Students and their 

guests enjoyed cookies and lemonade.  Over 410 

guests and students were in attendance. 

Grandparents & Special Person’s Social 
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Lunch Menu 

STM Homecoming 2016 

During STM’s Homecoming week, St. Thomas More football 

players ran through the hallways of Saint 

Elizabeth Seton  

Elementary School.  

This annual event is 

the Homecoming 

highlight for the 

Seton students and 

staff.   
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Student Council Cake Sales 

Congratulation to the  

2016-2017 Student 

Council! 
 

Elijah Dupre 

President 

Elaina Carpenter 

Vice  

President 

Dominic Bradsky 

Treasurer 

Emily Williams-Secretary 
 

There were a total of 20 stu-

dents running for St. Elizabeth 

Seton Elementary student 

council officers. Everyone 

gave fantastic speeches and 

were full of excitement.   

Thank you to everyone who 

ran to try and make our school 

a better place.  We will have 

an excellent year.  
 

Student Council  

Representatives: 
Sydney Bremer, Alex Dietrich,  

Lily Farwell, Michelle Hanson, 

Luke Hanzlik, Zachary Henriksen, 

Gabbie Holzer, Sloane Keszler, 

Shey Landguth, Emily Myscofski, 

Ryan Nichol, Holland Post, Cor-

delia Raforth, Aaron Roach, Broe-

den Sales, Abigail Satter, Madi-

son Schmahl, Morgan Simonds, 

JonPaul Sullivan, Rebecca Theis, 

Turner Thompson, Emily Wil-

liams, Camryn Wojtanowicz, 

Claire Wojtanowicz. 

Student 

Council 

Costumes that reflect Christian values are appreciated. 

PTO Greet & Treat 

October 28th 5:00-6:30pm 
Pizza will be available for purchase. 

It seems you can have your cake and eat it too.  Student 

Council held their annual Bring a Cake, Buy a Cake 

Fundraiser on September 27th - 28th.  There were many 

beautiful and creative cakes for sale.  Prizes were given 

out for Most Original Cake, Best Teacher Decorated 

Cake, and a drawing for a “mystery prize” for classrooms 

with 100% participation.  There were prizes for Best  

Pre-school - Kindergarten, Best 1st-2nd Grade and Best 

3rd-5th Grade 

Student/Parent 

Decorated as 

well.  How-

ever, anyone 

who took a 

delicious cake 

home felt like 

a winner. 
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The Rapid City Catholic 

School System is still 

collecting Family Thrift receipts.  For 

every $150,000.00 in receipts collected 

RCCSS will receive $1,000.00.   

Receipts can be dropped  

off in the classrooms or  

the office.  Call the Seton  

Office at 716-5213       

       if you have  

     any questions. 

Catholic Math League 

An easy way to earn 

cash for our school! 

 
Look for the pink Box Top  

coupon on hundreds of 

participating products.   

Each is worth 10¢ for our 

school! 
 

1.  Buy your favorite Box Tops Products. 
 

2.  Cut out the Box Top from each package. 
 

3.  Send your Box Tops to school with your child. 
 

*We do not collect Milk Caps, Soup Labels, or Labels for Education.   
Please send Box Tops only. 
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Love and Logic 

Cavalier Chronicles 

•    What did I say? 

  

•    I love you too much to argue. 

  

•    That’s a good argument, but your last one was better. 

  

•    I argue at 6 a.m. on Saturdays. 

  

•    I know. 

Arguing 
 

How sad it is that so many young people in our world have come to believe that constant  

manipulation is the best way to get what you want!  

  

Love and Logic offers a very powerful way of breaking kids of this damaging habit. The first 

step involves reminding ourselves that it’s ok if our kids get upset about a limit we have set. 

Sometimes we have to allow our kids to be upset in the short term so that they can become 

responsible and happy in the long term.  

  

The second step requires going “brain dead.” The less we think about what an arguing child is 

saying, the more energy we’ll have at the end of the day. 

  

The third step involves calmly repeating the very same “one-liner,” regardless of what the 

child says. Examples include: 

To learn more about parenting kids who love to argue, read our book,  

Love and Logic Magic: When Kids Leave You Speechless. 

  

Thanks for reading! Our goal is to help as many families as possible. If this is a bene-

fit, forward it to a friend. 

  

Dr. Charles Fay 

Dr. Charles Fay 

As the weather turns cooler, fall cleaning may  

be on the schedule.  Do you have any bikes, 

striders, trikes or riding toys that you would like 

to find a new home for?  The Preschool children 

would love to use them, especially bikes with or 

without training wheels!  Please drop of any of the 

above at the Seton Office or call Jana  

at 716-5213 with any question.  Thank you. 

Riding Toys for Preschool 

http://report.mynewsletterbuilder.com/t.js?s=57cfae37f00dcf6a0704e2e2&u=36825014&v=3&key=2237&skey=4e27e0a201&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loveandlogic.com%2Flove-and-logic-magic-when-kids-leave-you-speechless%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3DMyNewsletterBuilder%
http://report.mynewsletterbuilder.com/t.js?s=57cfae37f00dcf6a0704e2e2&u=36825018&v=3&key=9db4&skey=4e27e0a201&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbeta.mynewsletterbuilder.com%2Ftools%2Fforward.php%3Fusername%3Dloveandlogic%26newsletter_id%3D1412690580%26send_id%3D
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Events Calendar 
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Robotics 201 
Seton students have had their first two Sylvan Robotics 201 classes.  They talked about robots and how they’re pro-

grammed and used. Then, the students built racecars and a finish line that waved a flag 

when it sensed a car had crossed it. 

Here’s a recap of what your student learned: 

         Design: We discussed the many variables that go into how well a racecar per-
forms. The kids considered how they could change the design of their racecars to make 

the cars lighter or faster, or to create less friction along the riding surface. 

         Programming: The kids completed their first programming! They chose a line of 
commands that made the program start when it detected motion and turned a motor in 
one direction at a determined power level for a certain length of time. These actions 

caused a flag to pivot on two levers to indicate the winner of the race. 

         Creativity: The kids were able to adjust the design of their racecars, as well as 

customize the programming of the flag’s motion. 

 

On September 13th was the first Robotics 101 class.  The students talked 
about robots and how they can give them directions to follow. The students 
learned they must be very specific. The students built a bird and created a 
simple computer program to make it chirp and move its wings when the bird’s 

tail was tilted.  

Here are highlights from our class: 

         Design: The kids discussed how the wings and tail of their bird’s 

design worked as levers, pivoting against something to move. 

         Programming The kids explored kinetic energy—the energy of 
movement. When they tilted their bird’s tail up or down, a sensor 

started the computer program. Lots of chirps and flaps followed! 

         Math: We discussed angles. Every time the bird’s tail moved up 
or down, it moved at an angle. The larger the angle, the larger the 

movement of the bird’s head and beak. 

         Extending the Learning Fun: The kids changed and added 
sounds in our computer program to make the birds behave differently. 

food is near. 

Robotics 101  
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Fun Page 



We’re on the Web! 
rccss.com 

Office Hours: 
 

The SES office  
hours are: 

 

 7:00am to 4:00pm 
Monday through 

Friday 
 

The mailing address 
for the school is: 

 

St. Elizabeth Seton 
Elementary School 

2101 City Springs Road, 
Suite 100 

Rapid City, SD  57702 
 

The phone number is: 
(605) 716-5213 

 

“Developing Personal 

and Academic  

Excellence in the 

Catholic Tradition” 

Pre-School provides continuous education experiences, care 

and protection for the children enrolled in the 3 and 4 year old preschool, pre-kindergarten, 

preschool plus and child care programs.  Through the daily experience in the classrooms, we 

provide nurturing and development of the spiritual, social, emotional, physical, and intellectual 

of each child.  A typical day focuses on the process of creative expression and learning rather 

that the product.  Through both creative and structured play, the child is encouraged to develop 

their identity as an individual and a member of the group. 
 

Elementary is an accredited kindergarten through fifth  

grade Catholic school.  Founded as Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish School in 1961, it was  

restructured in 1983 and was named after Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first American to be  

canonized.  We are a diverse and accessible community dedicated to assisting families  

in the formation of their children and serving as an education center for the community and  

diocese.  Anchored in the Catholic-school tradition and by the spirit of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 

we celebrate God’s presence in the young, encouraging and empowering them to nourish  

and use their gifts to serve God.  We seek the development of individuals to full potential in 

Christ through our spiritual formation, excellence-based academic curriculum and co-curricular 

programs and activities. 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to the following students for winning  
the “Best Decorated Cake” during the Student Council  

sponsored Bring a Cake, Buy a Cake Fundraiser held on  
September 29th - 30th.  Emerson Bennington took the  

prize in the Pre-school & Kindergarten category,  
Juliet Anderson from Mrs. Oleson’s 1st grade class won  
in the 1st - 2nd grade group, and in the 3rd -5th grade 

classes, Turner Thompson took the prize.  Each Student  
received a $10.00 gift card to McDonalds.  There were  

so many beautiful cakes and the it was a very hard  
decision to make.  Student Council would like to  

thank everyone who donated a cake.   

Emerson Bennington 

Mrs. Thies’s  

Pre-Kingergarten 

Class 

Juilet Anderson 

Mrs. Oleson’s 

First Grade Class 

Turner Thompson 

Miss Christopherson’s 

Fifth Grade Class 

Congratulations to Chad and Allison Carpenter on 

winning a $50.00 gift card to Target.  On August 

17th, Seton held the 2nd Annual Program and  

Activity Fair during the Meet and Greet Classroom 

Teacher event.  Each participant was asked to visit 

at least eight tables that showcased various  

programs and activities offered at Seton  and collect 

a signature from that table.  Chad and Allison were 

the lucky winners drawn from all the entries turned 

in.  Seton would like to thank everyone who  

showcased their program or activity and we hope to 

see you at the next Meet and Greet Teacher event. 


