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 For me, Christmas means… 

By STM MS 6th Graders: 

… family.  Sitting with people from out of town opening presents, or eating, or 
talking.  Just being together and enjoying one another.  My favorite part of 
Christmas is on Christmas morning when my brothers and sister and I are up at 2 
in the morning because we were too excited to sleep.  To me Christmas is when 
my family is Christmas-tree hunting out in the hills when it’s cold and snowy, and 
we have not chocolate and cider.  To me Christmas is all about decorating the tree 
with ornaments and lights, drinking hot chocolate and Christmas cookies that we 
made together with homemade frosting and sprinkles.  For me Christmas means 
family.  By Lucy R. 

...Jesus!  I shouldn’t have to explain anymore but I will.  Jesus is why we have 
Christmas.  He is God’s greatest gift!  The most perfect revelation!  He restored 
life as we know it!  Jesus is perfect in every way.  Happy Birthday Jesus!  By 
Scarlet G. 

...fun and bring with family to celebrate the birth of Jesus our father.  We celebrate 
that day because without Jesus we wouldn’t be here today.  You wouldn't be 
reading this assignment.  The beautiful earth wouldn’t exist without him.  We 
celebrate that day because we love him and he loves us.  Some people forget the 
whole meaning of Christmas because they are so caught up in getting presents and 
sweets from Santa & family.   So I hope this inspires you not to forget the reason 
of Christmas!  By Jada M.  

… the happy Christmas feeling you get when the snow is falling on a cold night.  
When you spend time with your family, or when warm hot chocolate is going 
down your throat.  Sitting by the fireplace reading a cheesy Christmas book.  
Turing a plain old tree into the famous Christmas tree.  For me, Christmas means 
going to mass on Christmas Eve and celebrating Jesus' birthday.  Waking up in the 
morning and seeing the fluffy, white snow outside your window.  It means getting 
or giving present for all of your family.  That’s what Christmas means for me.  By 
Grace S. 

 

...a time to celebrate for Jesus’ birth!  It is the best time of the year, even if nobody 
got presents it is the time of the year that every one looks forward to because 
everyone is happy.  All the decorations and hot chocolate is cheerful and happy.  
Like the song says “It’s the most wonderful time of the year!”  By Winston P.  
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ST. THOMAS MORE HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
As we begin the holiday season, I would like to propose an easy way to shop for 
your child’s teachers at St. Thomas More High School. Money will be collected for 
a staff Christmas fund over the next two weeks. All donations will be pooled and 
then divided between primary staff, ancillary staff and support staff. Each faculty 
member will receive a “gift letter” with all donors listed. They will then be able to 
select a gift card from a retailer of their choice through the Scrip program. The 
rebate proceeds from the Scrip cards will go toward the tuition assistance fund for 
the school. Tracy Barnes will collect the donations in the front office. Please turn in 
your cash or check to her by December 15th and indicate how you would like to be identified on the 
gift letter (student name, family name, anonymous, etc). This is entirely optional, and feel free to give 
personal gifts if you prefer. If you have any questions, please contact me! 

 

As we head into December, this will be a stressful time for families and students. When those 
times are upon us, please remember that God is always with us! Prayer at this time is an 
absolute must. Take time to pray as a family, take time just for yourself to pray. Have a 
conversation with God, tell Him everything. He will be with you and guide you on the right path. 
Students this month end the first semester, which of course means semester finals. The following 
is the schedule for finals: 
December 19th – Periods A,B,C  
December 20th -  Periods D,E/F, G 

December 21st -  Periods H, I 
 
Each day will start at 8:20am. December 19th and 20th the day will end at 2pm. December 21st will 
end at 12pm. Please know that they will have snacks in between finals and lunch on 19th and 
20th. 
 
Stress. What is stress? Stress is a state of mental or emotional strain or tension resulting from 
ad-verse or very demanding circumstances. You will get stressed most of the time when you 
have something important the next day or an hour away. So I'm going to give you some tips to 
handle your stress. 
1. Instead of thinking and saying negative things, think and say positive things. OK ''I can't do 
this'' say, ''I will do my best!'' 
2. Come to the test ready and confident that you can do this. Start studying now! Even if you start 
studying 20 minutes a day, it will help you, come test time. 
3. Get a good night of sleep. Staying up all night trying to cram will not help. It will make you tired 
and less focused come test time. 
4. Eat right, but make sure to eat a good breakfast. This will help you to stay focused. 
So after reading over all of this and thinking about it, I hope you won’t be to stressed. Good luck 
on the tests! 
Parents, just a reminder that this will be the end of the first semester. Grades will then be on your 
student’s transcripts. Please let me know if you have any questions in regards to your student’s grades. 

 “It’s easy when you know how” 
Have a wonderful month and may God Bless you and your family. 
God Bless, 
Mr. Sullivan 



Stay connected: 

                   Download the RCCSS app from  

                  App Store or Google Play! 

Dear Parents, 

 

I am delighted to share with you the happy 
news of the birth of Samuel William 
Hockhausen, son of Kirsten and Adam 
Hockhausen.  Samuel was born Nov. 4.    
Samuel joins big sister, Ariana, and big 
brother, Joseph.     
 

The sad part to the story is that Mr. Hockhuasen will be staying home to take care of 
his precious young family, while his wife, Kirsten, finishes med school.  He will wrap up the 1st semester for 
us. 

The good news is that we have an excellent teacher coming to finish the school year with us!  Please help me 
welcome Mrs. Carlene Roper.  Mrs. Roper has over twenty six years of teaching middle school science.  She 
was at Southwest Middle School of the last twenty one years.  During that time she was selected as “Teacher 
of the Year” and was honored by former graduating seniors as a “Most Inspirational Teacher”.   She was 
Knowledge Bowl coach and was a Science Fair lead organizer.  She brings a depth of knowledge in science, 
but more importantly experience in working with middle school learners.    

As we prepare for the holiday season, we would like to propose an easy way to shop for your child’s teachers 
at St. Thomas More Middle School. Money will be collected for a staff Christmas fund until Thursday, Dec. 
15th.  All donations will be pooled and then divided between primary staff, ancillary staff and support staff. 
Each faculty member will receive a "gift letter" with all donors listed. The faculty will then be able to select 
a gift card from a retailer of their choice through the Scrip program. The rebate proceeds from the Scrip 
cards will go toward the tuition assistance fund for the school. Please drop off money to Shannon Long at the 
Middle School Office. Please turn in your cash or check by December 15th and indicate how you would like 
to be identified on the gift letter (student name, family name, etc). This is entirely optional and, please, feels 
free to give personal gifts if you prefer. If you have any questions, please contact the Middle School office.  

This first semester has been such a time of deep blessing for me and I am so grateful to your for sharing your 
children with us.  May God bless your Christmas! 

Yours in the joy of Christ, 

Mary Helen Olsen 
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A Moment 
 

 

 

 

with Mrs. Olsen 
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Catholic Math League Contest #1  

Wednesday, November 2nd 
STM High School 

Geometry participants: Carter Janssen, Steven 
Rumbaugh, Alissa Stephens, Megan Achbach.  Not 
pictured: Mary-Katherine Schlichte 

 

 

Algebra II participants: Katherine 
Achbach, Casey Ballard, Emily 
Blote, Sandy Cronin, Seth Edelen, 
Rose Kinyon, Ian Krump, Ella 
Larson, Spencer Lund, Matthew 
McGillick, Gabrielle Prill, Izebella 
Riter, Louise Swanson, and Frank 
Veldhuizen. 

 

 

Advanced Math participants: 
Steven Carreiro, Joseph Carlin, 
Dillon Johnson, Jack Gibbon, 
Corbin Olson, Abigail Julian, and 
Luke Julian. 

STM Middle School 
Math 6 Participants: Jason 
Albertson, Keigan Ballard, Sara 
Bullinger, Paetyn Carlin, Will 
Green, Scarlet Grimshaw, Carly 
Hanzlik, Savannah Kenzy, Damyon 
Killspotted, Sophie Meyer, William Nixon, Luke Peterson, Grace Schad, Noah Schaefbauer, 
Seth Schaefbauer, Sophie Schmid, Henry Snyder, Tom Solano, Macy Stephens, Abbigail 
Wagner, and Peyton Wojtanowicz. 

Math 7 Participants: Emily Barnes, Isabelle Hardmeyer, Quinn Kemp, Kanyen Mousseaux-
Begay, Dorian Swanson, and Brock Williamson. 

PreAlgebra Participants: Maria Breuninger, Alex Cadotte, Samantha Clairmont, Alysa 
Denholm, Mairin Duffy, Jules Hall, Rae Hanzlik, Maddie Holzer, Erica Howard, Emily 
Johnson, Sarah Johnson, Cade Kandolin, Christian Lanier, Jordan McArthur, Finn O’Connor, 
Luke Ponto, Jimmy Rogers, Kaitlyn Schmahl, and Payton Seth. 

Algebra I Participants: Grace Blote, John Blote, Jenna Bohnenkamp, Rhett Bradsky, 
Imogen Christian, Max Edelen, Emilee Everett, Cody Farland, Ben Feist, Wilson Feist, 
Sam Gibbon, Jack Green, Bryanna Herman, Sophia Janssen, Jenna Jacobson, Emily 
Kandolin, Baxter Meyer, Jacob Solano, and Haleigh Timmer. 
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WWW.SHOPWITHSCRIP.COMWWW.SHOPWITHSCRIP.COM  

Small Denomination cards now available in limited quantities: 

$10 Amazon 

$10  & $5 Starbucks 

$5 Panera 

$10 & $5 McDonalds 

$10 Target 

And more! 

. 

Holiday Orders must be received by December 12th  
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Congratulations to the STM MS Spelling Bee Finalists  
& Winners (bold)! 

 
6th Grade 
Devyn Brennan 
Damyon Killspotted 
Gavin Ryder 
Tom Solano 
Peyton Wojtanowicz 

7th Grade 
Sam Gibbon 
Gabe Hagan 
Finn O'Connor 
Lance Petrik 
Payton Seth 

8th Grade 
John Blote 
Meredith Landry 
Charlie Larson 
Riley Matt 
Gracie Murphy 



WWW.SHOPWITHSCRIP.COMWWW.SHOPWITHSCRIP.COM  
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Don’t talk when your mad. 
Are you reasonable when you’re upset? Most of us find that we can be fair and reasonable just about any 
other time EXCEPT when we are angry, hurt, or frustrated. At that point, our biochemistry puts us into sur-
vival mode where all we can think about is fighting or fleeing. 
  
Have you ever been upset and said to someone, “I better stop before I say something I don’t mean?” We in-
stinctively know that we get foolish when we get angry. So why do we choose to have so many conversations 
about important things when one or more of the other parties are drunk on emotion? 
  
As a foster parent, Candace lived in fear that she would one day lose her cool and say something unkind to 
one of her foster kids. Thankfully, she worked on this skill often. 
  
Some people find that they have better luck deferring intense conversations when they practice their way out 
in advance. If, before the confrontation, we repeat in our minds (or out loud if nobody’s watching): “I have bet-
ter discussions when everybody is calm. I’ll be happy to discuss this later. Thanks.” 
  
Of course, it’s wise to choose words that best suit our personality and that flow with maximum ease and sin-
cerity. The key is to know our “escape route” in advance and using it if either party gets too upset to use the 
“smart” part (cortex) of their brains. 
  
Candace became fond of “Respect you too much to fight with you” when her drama-addicted foster daughter 
tried to engage her in arguments. Even with “doozies” like “I hate it here!” and “You’re mean!” after about 
three attempts, the frustrated teenager would usually march away in a huff, eager to find somebody else to 
argue with. 
  
Later, when both were calm and doing their best thinking, apologies, forgiveness, and laughter flowed. 
  

It is amazing how much smarter other people can get with the passage of time. Some 
even find that their OWN parents get smarter if enough years pass. 
  
Thanks for reading! Our goal is to help as many families as possible. If this is a bene-
fit, forward it to a friend. 
  
Jedd Hafer 
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