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Dear RCCSS family,  
 
Thank you for your support, prayers and witness of a 
prolife community.  When individuals, like my sister 
and I, face a health care crisis and you respond with 
such overwhelming generosity& affirmation, you make 
choosing life seem so easy.  If those facing crisis 
pregnancy, terminal illness and refugees heard your 
testimony of love, all debates would end.  May God 
bless you and thanks for inspiring all of us to love as 
Christ loves.   
 
Lisa Kinyon & family.   
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ST. THOMAS MORE HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
 
The Lenten season is upon us! What a wonderful time of year. If you remember the 
article that I wrote in January about New Year’s Resolutions, this will be a continuum of 
that article. I had asked everyone to try and take 10 minutes a day to pray. During Lent 
people look at what they should give up.  I ask you to not look at giving up so much as 
doing something more, pray more! If again we can try and take just 10 minutes out of 
our busy days to pray, we will see an immense improvement in our lives.  
 
The end of the 3rd quarter is March 10th. Just a reminder that we will email the report cards home 
approximately March 14th.  
 
Good luck to our boys and girls basketball teams as they head into playoffs. Congratulations to Stone 
Durham who earned a berth to the state wrestling tournament.  
 
Our play cast has been selected. This year the musical will be “Cinderella The Broadway Version” it will be 
an amazing event  April 6th, 7th, and 8th.  I hope to see everyone there.  
 
St. Thomas More families, there are many ways that we as a school can earn money without having fundraisers! I will list a few 
items that can earn money for our school that I am sure you are doing and do not even realize the potential of income for our 
school. They are: 
 

Family Thrift receipts‐ for every $150,000 dollars of receipts our school receives $1,000. (We are now only $5,000 
short of another $1,000!)   

Every “Our Family” upc code is worth   ‐ $.05 
Every “Box Top for Education” is worth ‐ $.10 
 

 “It’s easy when you know how” 
Have a wonderful month and may God Bless you and your family. 

God Bless,  Mr. Sullivan 



Dear Middle School Families, 
 
Today we began the sacred season of Lent.  My heart never ceases to be filled with 
awe at the site of the ashes that mark our desire to return to the Lord in a deeper way!  
Here at the Middle School we are responding to the call to deeper prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving.   
 
 In the area of responding to the needs of the poor, we will again participate in 
packaging meals to be sent to Honduras in our “Packing Hope” day, March 22.  Our 
students will join with the SES students at Terra Sancta.  The cost for the supplies 
amounts to $20 per student.   Ideally, the students find a way to "raise" this money at 
home by doing additional chores, or contributing money they might earn babysitting 
or shoveling snow.    This year we are also offering a school “work” option.  Students may sign up to work at 
school on Saturday, March 4 or Saturday, March 11 from 8:00-10:00 a.m. to “earn” the $20 needed to help 
with the packing day.   We want all our students to be able to participate in “Packing Hope.”  Thank you for 
your support! 
 
Please mark your calendar with these events: 
Friday, March 10: 

School Speech Contest 
End of 3rd Quarter 

Monday, March 13: 8th Grade Option Day: Ski Trip or Snowshoeing/Bowling Day 
Tuesday, March 14: 6th Grade Ski Trip  
Friday, March 17: No School – Teacher Comp Day 
Monday, March 20: No School – Staff In-Service 
Tuesday, March 21: No School – Staff Retreat at Terra Sancta 
Wednesday, March 22: Packing Hope at SES 
Thursday, March 23: STM MS Science Fair 
Friday, March 24: 3rd Quarter Award Assembly – 2:40 p.m. in the STM gym 
Tuesday, March 28: School of Mines Science Fair 
Wednesday, March 29: 3rd Quarter Cavalier Pride Party Day 
 
May your season of Lent be a time of deep grace and blessings. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Mrs. Olsen 
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A Moment 
 

 

 

 

with Mrs. Olsen 



Millions of Flip Flops,  

flip flops for those in need! 
 

When the Mission Jamaica Team packs their bags, 
one will be filled with flip flops!  Donated by RCCSS 
parent Chloe Allen, the flip flops will also be headed 
to Honduras!  Thank you Chloe for your generosity 
and kindness! 

 

Stay 
connected: 

  

 

 

                  
Download the 
RCCSS app 

from  

                  
App Store or 
Google Play! 

Wake me up when you are 30. 
At least once in just about every parent’s life they will hear a sassy, “You guys are so into 
_________. I hate it.” Or “I don’t know why you are so uptight about_________” or “I don’t know why 
you don’t like_________” or “I don’t believe in _________ like you do.” 
  
As their neurons develop, why is it that many children find what’s dearest to our hearts and with spit 
and vinegar inform us that they disagree? More importantly, how might we respond in ways that 
maintain our relationship while increasing the odds that they will make healthy life choices? 
  
While there are many possible reasons why a given child might toss one of these bombs, most do so 
because they are trying to see whether they’re being led by strong and capable people. If we lose 
our cool, they’ll need to test more. If we can handle such barbs without freaking out or launching into 
lectures, they will likely test less. 
  
Let’s consider how Mom might reply to her momentarily sassy son, Jake. 
  
Jake: “I don’t know why you guys believe_________.” 
  
Mom (with calmness and sincerity): “I’m really interested in what you think, Jake. Tell me about it.” 
  
Jake (describing something completely extreme): “Well… I think that_________.” 
  
Mom (smiling and resting her hand on his shoulder): “I’m so glad you shared that with me. That’s a 
really interesting viewpoint. It doesn’t work for me, but who needs to decide what you think? Is that 
you or me?” 
  
Jake: “Me!” 
  

Mom: “You’re right. I love you.” 
  
There’s good news! As long as we don’t lose it over these moments… and as long 
as we remain loving authority figures, it’s extremely likely they’ll wake up at age 
thirty and realize that they are just like us. Modeling really is powerful! 
  
Thanks for reading!   
Dr. Charles Fay 



P A G E  5  

GGALENTINEALENTINE’’SS  DDAYAY  
“What’s Galentine’s Day? Oh, it’s only the best day of the year. Every February 13th my lady friends and 

I leave our husbands and our boyfriends at home and we just come and kick it breakfast style. Ladies 
celebrating ladies. It’s like Lilith Fair, minus the angst. Plus frittatas.” 

-Leslie Knope, Parks and Recreation  
 

Just like Leslie Knope from all of our favorite show Parks and Recreation, we, the senior class girls, 
found ourselves wanting to celebrate her favorite holiday (which, I’m sure, is now our favorite holiday), 
Galentine’s Day. If you’ve ever seen the show, you know that the famous Leslie Knope, played by Amy 
Poehler, is known for her passion and enthusiasm for everything she does, including her legendary (yes, it 
is absolutely legendary) Galentine’s Day party. In fact, for all of her guests, she presents them gifts of 
hand-crocheted flower pens, mosaic portraits made out of each individual’s favorite crushed diet soda 
bottle, and a 5,000 word essay for each guest explaining why they are awesome.  

Needless to say, the party had a lot to live up to. Thus, I knew I had to make it the best and most 
memorable celebration of our senior careers. With loads of decorations, incredible food (thank you 
Carolyn Eckrich and Maddie Feist!), and amazing guests (missing only 7 of the 25 senior girls), I think it 
was just that. No, I didn’t make everyone their own portrait or even write any essays, but I did manage to 
make some homemade soaps and lip scrubs for each guest. In addition, we had a “white elephant” gift 
exchange full of chocolates, face masks, and nail polish – everything a girl wants! …or needs.  

As our senior year is winding down, it has forced me to realize that we will soon be going our separate 
ways, and I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t a little heartsick about leaving these ladies. I am truly blessed to 
have these incredible girls in my life, and I am so grateful for each of them making my elementary 
through high school years amazing. Being able to come together as an entire class has always been 
something I have admired about our particular class, and not many schools, let alone classes, are able to 
say the same.  

I genuinely appreciate each and every one of these girls, and 
I am so glad we were able to have this opportunity before 
we embark on the next journey in our lives.  - Megan Ward 



NNATIONALATIONAL  FFREEDOMREEDOM  DDAYAY  
On February 1st, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln signed the joint 
resolution that proposed the 13th Amendment. It was the first major 
step in abolishing slavery, and the Amendment ended up being 
ratified in December of 1865. We observe this day largely because 
of a former slave named Richard Robert Wright Sr. It was his 
dream that a day would be dedicated so that all Americans could 
celebrate freedom. Finally, in 1948 President Truman made it 
official, and each year we commemorate National Freedom Day by 
placing a wreath at the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia. 

     Here at Saint Thomas More Middle School, we celebrated 
February 1st by also having our First Annual Social Science Fair. 
The 8th grade class created presentations based on the Articles and 
Amendments of the United States Constitution. Many of the STM 
Seniors helped judge the event along with Mrs. Freidel. Parents and 
teachers and students had the opportunity to see how our 
government has worked in the past and in the present. In the end, 
winners were awarded for their hard work. The categories were: a) 
the Articles of the Constitution, and b) the First Ten Amendments 
(our Bill of Rights). 

 

Articles of the Constitution: 
Gold – Carson George, The Preamble 

Silver – Cade Jacobson, Article I, Sections 6 – 10 

Bronze – Vanessa Wittenberg, Lauren Letner, and Lexi King, 
Article I, Sections 6 – 10 

 

Bill of Rights: 
Gold -  Jacob Rausch 

Silver – John Blote and Ben Feist 

Bronze – Grace Blote, Jenna Jacobson, and Emily Kandolin 

 

In such a volatile political atmosphere, it is comforting to know our 
future looks bright from my point of view. Again, a big thank you 
to the entire 8th grade class, the judges, and those that took time out 
of their day to come check out the Fair! 

 

May God Bless America! 
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Our 2017 Catholic Schools Raffle fundraising goal is: $40,000! 
Sponsor Catholic United Financial is covering the materials and  
promotions costs for this fundraiser, which means WE KEEP EVERY  
DOLLAR WE RAISE! Your $5 per ticket helps support this school, and  
reach our fundraising goals.  Follow the Catholic Schools Raffle on  
Facebook or Twitter for updates. 

Ticket purchasers could win their choice of a  
2017 Jeep Compass or $20,000 or  
other terrific prizes worth over $40,000! 
 
          WHAT CAN OUR SCHOOL ACHIEVE? 

 Help us be one of three top-performing schools and we  
will win a $3000 grant from Catholic United Financial! 

 The top-selling classrooms at both Seton and the middle  
school win a pizza party courtesy of Catholic United Financial. 

 The top-selling student at Seton and the middle school will win a brand new Kindle Fire HD 
tablet! 

 Each middle school student who turns in 1 book of 10 tickets sold will receive a punch card for 
10 jeans days!  Students may also purchase a jeans day punch card for $50. and that money will 
go towards the grand total.  (Only one punch card per student.) 

 Tickets will not be sent home with high school students.  However, they may check out a book of 
tickets from the high school office or Development Office.   Each high school student who turns 
in 1 book of 10 tickets sold will receive a punch card for 10 jeans days!  Students may also 
purchase a jeans day punch card for $50. 

Tickets will be sent home with middle school students on Friday, January 13.  The last  turn-in day 
will be Monday, February 27th. 
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Dear RCCSS Parents, 
 
The 37th Annual Mayfest Live & Silent Auction is right around the corner!  The largest fundraiser for St. 
Elizabeth Seton & St. Thomas More needs your help in supporting: tuition assistance, teacher benefits, special 
projects, technology, and special programs that keep your students’ tuition affordable. 
 
Why do we fundraise? 
Tuition covers 80% of the actual cost to operate RCCSS.  The other 20% is fundraised.  Magazine Sales, 
Scrip Gift Card Program, Catholic United Financial Raffle, WINterfest, The Annual Appeal and Mayfest are 
the major fundraisers in which the school participates to raise over $1 million annually to offset the costs of 
operation. 
 
Our faculty currently earns 10-30% less than the Rapid City Area Public School Teachers.  Fundraising and 
your efforts to support these events are helping us to close that gap every year.  Thank you for supporting our 
schools as we continue to “Develop Personal and Academic Excellence in the Catholic Tradition.” 
 
What is Mayfest?   
Mayfest was started in 1980 by parents of St. Martin’s Academy to raise money for the school.  The tradition 
of silent auction, live auction, food, wine and socializing has continued and grown to bring in over $3 million 
in its history. 
 
How can you be a part of the tradition? 
The success of Mayfest relies on the generosity of the community, many volunteers, helping hands, lots of 
planning, and guests to enjoy the evening. 

 Donations: Mayfest is seeking donations of goods & services to auction off.  If you or your 
business would like to make a cash donation to purchase items to auction off, please speak to the 
Development Office.   We will work with you to create an auction item that will draw attention 
and bids during the event and promote your business through acknowledgments in the catalog!  
Certified antiques, locally made art, new items, cash donations, collectibles, destination vacations 
or timeshares, products, services and gift certificates are always appreciated.  All silent auction 
items will be available for online bidding.  To be included in the catalog, items must be received by 
April 6th. 

 Attend:  Join us at Mayfest 2017 "Building on Excellence" to be held at the Rushmore Plaza Civic 
Center on Saturday, May 6, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  Tickets are available online at www.rccss.org  

 Volunteer: Many opportunities are available for you to help continue the success of Mayfest!  
Volunteers are needed to: 

help gather & solicit donations     purchase items to auction off 
decorate the venue      assemble the invitations 
help with the catalog 
deliver items and set up the auctions the Friday before the event 
organize your child’s classroom auction basket 
attend the event and spread the word about Mayfest 

To be a part of this tradition please email me: lmyscofski@rccss.org.  A VoluteerSpot.com sign-up will be 
created and many of the jobs will be explained further.  You will be invited to sign up through an email.   
 
Thank you,  
Robert Satter, Liz Myscofski, & Carol Matt,  

MAYFEST 2017 
“Building on Excellence”  
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The third quarter has been filled with fun and frantic preparations 
for contest, workshop and upcoming events here in the Fine Arts 
Department.  Since we reconvened in January, Jazz Band and Jazz 
Choir have performed at the SD Jazz Festival on the campus of 
Northern State University in Aberdeen, STM Theatre performed Up 
the Rent  for both home audience and Region Competition in Belle 
Fourche, the whole Music Department participated in the Region 8 
Solo and Ensemble Contest on February 8th at the Civic Center and 
we have held auditions and cast the upcoming production of 
Cinderella Broadway Version, set to be performed April 6-8th. 
 
We are so excited for Davin Kahler, who received an outstanding 
solo performance rating at the SD Jazz Festival.  Congratulations to 
all of our students who received high ratings at Region 8 Contest.  
They will be receiving their awards at the May Fine Arts Awards 
night.  In addition, we are so proud of Caroline Landry, who 
auditioned and made it into All State Band this spring!  She will be 
heading to Sioux Falls in March to participate in that event.  Stone 
Durham was chosen as a finalist for “Artist of the Week” for 
Artsonia online gallery.  He came in as a close 2nd place for his Tiki 
Clay vessel.  And finally, a standing ovation for our actors who 
received awards at the Region One Act competition!   
 

UPCOMING FINE ARTS EVENTS 

 
Monday, March 6   7 PM   STM MS Gym   High School Concert 

Choir, Band, Jazz Band, Orchestra, Jazz Choir perform. 
Tuesday, March 14   USD Jazz Festival in Vermillion 
 Jazz Band and Jazz Choir will compete. 

Thursday- Saturday April 6-8    
STM presents Cinderella Broadway Version 

7:30 PM each night at Terra Sancta Gym-turned-Theater! 

Thursday, April 27 
  Large Group Contest, High School Band will perform.  
  Jazz Diversity Group to perform for Middle School 

Thursday, April 27  4-6PM Cavalier Coffeehouse 
The Music Rooms at the Middle School will be turned into art 
galleries!  STM Artists will be presenting some of their best 
artwork of the year.  Coffee and goodies will be available as 
you peruse, as well as background music provided by STM 
Musicians. 
 

 
If you are interested in being a sponsor for our spring musical, we 
would love to get you involved!  Please contact Angela Weber at 
aweber@rccss.org if you want to hear from us.  We only ask for 
financial sponsors every other year when we produce our spring 
musicals.  We love our Theater patrons! 

 STM Jazz Choir members at SD Jazz Fest at NSU 
Mikaya Elliott, Mia Hilt, Mrs. Weber, Eli Nelson, 
Kaylee Barnes, Joe Hanson  

STM Choir members at Region 8 Solo & Ensembl 
Back: Payton Herman, Jake Berzina, Eli Nelson, Grant 
Casey,  Jared Van Loan, Joe Hanson, Steven 
Rumbaugh.  Front: Kaylee Barnes, Mary Kinyon, Mia 
Hilt, Megan Stone, Mikaya Elliott, Caroline Rusch 
and Karlie Reagan 

Outstanding Acting Awards for Region One Acts – 
Audrey Cope, Rose Kinyon, Sean Vickers and Abby 
Julian 
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