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Welcome Back To School 

friends on the play-

ground before the whis-

tle blew to line up for 

class.  On behalf of the 

teachers and staff, we 

would like to welcome 

everyone back to school 

with a special welcome 

to all our new families. 

     On Wednesday, Au-

gust 23rd, students at St. 

Elizabeth Seton headed 

back to school.  Stu-

dents started the day 

with a First Day of 

School Mass.  Follow-

ing Mass parents at-

tended an orientation 

while the students found 

their classrooms and put 

their supplies away.  

Thursday was the first 

full day of school.  Stu-

dents arrived 

early to find old 
 

http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.htm
http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.htm
http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.htm
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AUGUST 28, 2017 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2017 

OCTOBER 23, 2017 

NOVEMBER 27, 2017 

JANUARY 8, 2018* 

(in place of Dec. mtg.) 

JANUARY 29, 2018 

FEBRUARY 26, 2018 

MARCH 26, 2018 

APRIL 23, 2018* 

*4:00PM@Terra 

Sancta Retreat Center

(also Staff Banquet) 

MAY 21, 2018 

JUNE 25, 2018 

RAPID CITY  

CATHOLIC 

SCHOOL SYSTEM 

SCHOOL BOARD 

MEETING  

SCHEDULE 
 

2016-2017 
 

CATHEDRAL  

RECTORY  

BASEMENT  

MEETING ROOM 

All meeting times are  

at 5:00 p.m. on  

the 4th Monday of  

each month. 

*Noted - Exception 

OCTOBER 

5 KG-12th Grade 

 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 NO SCHOOL 

 7:45am-4:00pm 

6 NO SCHOOL 

 Staff In-service 

9 NO SCHOOL 

 Native American/Columbus Day 

20 End of 1st Qtr. (40 days) 

October Schedule 

Principal’s Corner 

Dear Parents, 

 

 With the busy lives that most families live today,  

it is very easy to get caught up in the demands that an often 

overcrowded schedule can place on you and your family.  

Certainly, we all want our children to experience the benefits of a good  

education, one that will prepare them for the adult world of work.  In a  

Catholic school, we also desire for our children to develop strong faith that  

will serve as a preparation for a spirit-filled, meaningful adult life.  There are 

also many advantages that participation in sports, the arts, and other enriching 

activities can provide.  Of course, we want some quality family time together 

too.  We can all think back to times that we enjoyed “just being a child” with  

no demands on us.  Balancing all of these wishes can become a real challenge 

for parents and their children. 

 How much thoughtful attention do you give to your child’s schedule?  

Does the schedule control you, or do you control the schedule for your family?  

Steps to planning your child’s schedule may include the following. 

 

Prioritize your child’s activities.  Be clear about those which are 

most important and set aside time for them. 

Homework is a priority; your child’s main “work” is being a student.  

Be sure to provide the time and appropriate space for your child’s 

homework. 

Family time:  Be conscious about setting aside time for your family 

to enjoy being together. 

Extracurricular activities:  Be selective when devoting time to 

sports and other activities.  Select these activities carefully.  This will 

likely necessitate making choices and possibly choosing only one or 

two activities for your child. 

Just being a child:  Remember to allow some open time in your 

child’s schedule.  Children need time to daydream and be creative. 

 

 The priorities you set for your child's and your family's schedule today 

will very likely be the same priorities you will see your child set as a parent.   

Be sure they are priorities of which you can be proud! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Colleen Lecy 

Principal, St. Elizabeth Seton Elementary School 

“Developing Personal 

and Academic  

Excellence in the  

Catholic Tradition.” 
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ShopwithScrip November Coming Events: 

November 1st  

K-5th Grade  

All Saints Mass 

1:30pm 

 

November 7th 

2nd-5th Grade  

Lectio Divina 

8:30am 

 

November 9th 

End of 1st Trimester 

 

November 13th 

Catholic Math League 

3:10-3:40pm 

 

November 14th 

K-5th Grade Mass 

8:30am 

 

SES Chaplaincy Meeting 

3:15pm  

 

November 16th 

Christmas Store  

Pre-Shopping 

 

November 20th-21st 

Journey Museum  

Geo Dome 

 

November 21st 

K-5th Grade Mass 

8:30am 

 

November 22nd-24th 

NO SCHOOL 

Thanksgiving Recess 

 

November 27th 

Advent Wreath Blessing 

8:30am 

 

Nov. 27th-Dec. 1st 

Classroom Spelling Bees 

 

November 28th 

Faith Families 

8:30am 

 

November 28th-29th 

Christmas Store 

 
All events are subject to change 

WWW.SHOPWITHSCRIP.COM 

     REGISTER ONLINE AND  

START SAVING NOW! 
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School Closings 

As the air turns cooler and the leaves begin to fall and in our ongoing efforts  

to improve communication it is time to review the School Board Policy in  

regards to school closing in time of inclement weather.  The following are 

Storm Day guidelines: 

 

1. DO NOT rely on the decision of the public school.  Our decision involves 

many factors and is made independently of what other schools may  

  decide to do. 

 

2. If there is no announcement about closing, SCHOOL IS OPEN.   

 

3. Administration will attempt to make the decision to cancel school or 

school related activities by 6:00 a.m. 

 

4. Administration will notify parents using a push notification that will be 

sent via the RCCSS phone app and major media outlets. 

 

5. The final decision concerning non-attendance on storm days resides with 

parents.  If the school remains open, parents should exercise their own 

judgment regarding conditions pertaining to their road, car, driving skill 

and other factors. 

 

6. In the event that school closed during the day, parents must have a  

   responsible person listed on the emergency information on file in the  

   office.  Please contact the office immediately when any names or  

    numbers change. 

 

NO STUDENTS MAY BE LEFT AT SCHOOL IN THE EVENT  

OF CLOSURE.  CHILD CARE WILL FOLLOW SCHOOL  

CLOSURE DECISIONS. 

(BP BOD-3000-005) 

 

If you have any questions, please contact the school office at 716-5213. 

October 2017 Liturgy Schedule 
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Congratulation to the  

2017-2018 Student 

Council! 
 

Carsen Kissinger 

President 

Declan Duffy 

Vice-President 

Dawson Wagner 

Treasurer 

Sloane Keszler  

Secretary 
 

There were a total of 30 students 

running for St. Elizabeth Seton 

Elementary student council  

officers. Everyone gave fantastic 

speeches and were full of  

excitement.   Thank you to  

everyone who ran to try and  

make our school a better place.   

We will have an excellent year.  
 

Student Council  

Representatives: 
Reese Barker, Kaelem Brooks, 

Nate Cadotte, Victoria Carlin, 

Noah Carrier,  

Annika Christopherson,  

Christopher Cronin, Megan Crow, 

Blake Eide, Izzy Fisher,  

Will Greene, Luke Hanzlik,  

Ben Johnson, Carolyn Josten, 

Katharina Kerkenbush,  

Vivienne King, Alena McFarling, 

Will Mollman, Lillian Murphy, 

Preston Oberloh,  

Cordelia Raforth,  

Sophia Raymond,  

Connor Reed, Teagan Vining, 

Asher Wilkening, Lydia Williams. 

Student 

Council 

Month Date Day Liturgical Event Time Location Presider Ministries

Oct. 3 Tuesday K-5 Mass 8:30 AM HC Chapel MG 4th-Romig

10 Tuesday Worldwide Childrens Holy Hour 8:30 AM HC Chapel MG 5th-Christopherson, servers only

10 Tuesday Chaplaincy 3:15 PM SES

17 Tuesday Faith Families 8:30 AM SES

24 Tuesday K-5 Mass & Parade of Saints 8:30 AM HC Chapel MG 4th-Scholten



Thursday 

December 7, 2017 
8:30am - KG & 1st Grade 

10:00am - 2nd & 3rd Grade 

1:30pm-4th and 5th Grade 
Holy Cross Chapel 

 

Friday 

December 8, 2017 
9:00am - Pre-Kindergarten, 

All AM Preschool &All PM Preschool,  

Holy Cross Chapel 
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The Rapid City 

Catholic School 

System is still  

collecting  

Family Thrift  

receipts.  For every 

$150,000.00 in  

receipts collected 

RCCSS will  

receive $1,000.00.  

Receipts can be 

dropped off in the 

classrooms or the 

office.  Call the 

Seton Office at  

  716-5213  

 if you have  

      any  

questions. 

On Monday, September 11th in  

celebration of Grandparent’s Day, 

St. Elizabeth Seton invited  

Grandparents and other Special  

Persons to a Social with their  

students.  Students and their guests 

enjoyed ice cream and root beer 

floats.  Over 450 guests and  

students were in attendance. 

Grandparents & Special Person’s Social 

2017 Christmas Concert Schedule 



Intrinsic Motivation 
 
     Have you ever found yourself wondering, “What’s it going to take to motivate 
this kid?”   
     The science of intrinsic motivation is complex, involving a wide array of fac-
tors. One of the most important, yet perhaps the most ignored, involves the fol-
lowing truths: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Generally speaking, traditional education has focused on the identification and remediation of weaknesses. 
This approach works well with some students. For many others it creates a train wreck of negative emotions 
and conflict between students and teachers, parents and their children, and parents and teachers. 
  

Consider the following scenario: 
  

     You had a horrible day at work because  
your boss was upset with mistakes you made  
on tasks that you loathe. You spent most of the 
day correcting these mistakes.   
     Now you’re heading home to your loving 
spouse. Entering the house, you hear, “We really 
need to talk. I visited with your boss over the 
phone today, and he told me that some of your 
skills are really low. That’s okay. I love you. 
That’s why we’re going to start spending the eve-
nings working on these issues so that you can 
bring up your performance at work. That means 
no TV until we get these things addressed.” 
      

 Would you be highly motivated to work on your 
skill deficits… or highly motivated to find a more 
relaxing place to go after work? 
      Are you focusing primarily on your child’s 
natural gifts, or are you dwelling on what’s most 
difficult for them? 
      In our audio, Shaping Self-Concept, we 
teach how to help kids get excited about learning 
by building them up in their areas of natural 
strength.. 
      Thanks for reading! Our goal is to help  
as many families as possible. If this is a  
benefit, forward it to a friend. 
 

Dr. Charles Fay 
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Love and Logic 

•   Every child is born with a unique temperament and set of gifts. 

•   We can parent well, but we cannot change the essence of who they are. 

•   When we encourage them to focus on their gifts, this creates high motivation. 

•   When we obsess over their weaknesses, we create frustration and apathy. 

 

Dr. Charles Fay 

http://report.mynewsletterbuilder.com/t.js?s=58a3f53257003f320305d992&u=37719542&v=3&key=187e&skey=0f8edecbc4&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loveandlogic.com%2Fshaping-self-concept%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3DMyNewsletterBuilder%26utm_content%3D%23subscriber_i
http://report.mynewsletterbuilder.com/t.js?s=58a3f53257003f320305d992&u=37719546&v=3&key=426c&skey=0f8edecbc4&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeta.mynewsletterbuilder.com%2Ftools%2Fforward.php%3Fusername%3Dloveandlogic%26newsletter_id%3D1412892228%26send_id%3D
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Events Calendar 
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Breakfast Menus 

Costumes that reflect Christian values are appreciated. 

PTO Greet & Treat 

Pizza will be available for purchase at 5:00pm 

October 27th 
5:30-6:30pm 
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Lunch Menu 

Mustache Mania 

During Magazine & Cookie Sales, Seton had an Epic Emoji Daily Drawing 

where winning students received a prize and a 

prize for their class.  Christopherson and  

Eldridge’s 5th 

grade classes  

modeled their 

mustaches they 

received as a 

classroom prize.  
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Mayfest 2018 
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Apples, Apples, Apples 

     In celebration of 

Johnny Appleseed, born on 

September 26, 1774 near 

Leominster, Mass., Mrs. 

Nelson’s Kindergarten 

Class painted with apples 

and did an experiment to 

see if an apple would float 

or sink to the bottom. 

     Johnny Appleseed’s 

real name was John Chap-

man.  Little is known of 

his early life, but he did 

receive a good education 

which helped him in his 

later years.  By the time he 

was 25 years old, he had 

become a nursery man and 

had planted apple trees in 

New York and Pennsyl-

vania.  

     When land was 

opened for settle-

ment in the early 

1800’s, Johnny was 

among the very first 

2018 Spring  
Concert Schedule 

 

Thursday  
May 10, 2018 

 

8:30am - 1st Grade, 2nd 
Grade, & 3rd Grade  

in the Holy Cross Chapel 
 

10:00am - 4th and 5th 
Grade, Band, Orchestra 
and Seton Singers in the 

Holy Cross Chapel 

Preschool Prayer  
Service 

 

May 17, 2018 

9:00am 
 

AM Preschool, 

PM Preschool and 

Pre-K 
 

All services will be in 

the Holy Cross Chapel 

Kindergarten 
Prayer Service,  
Spring Program 

and Tea 
 

Wednesday 
May 23, 2018 

 

2:00pm 
Holy Cross Chapel 

 

to explore the new territory 

and planted apple trees.  

When settlers arrived, they 

found young apple trees 

ready for sale.  In the fol-

lowing years, he became 

known as the Apple Tree 

Man, or Johnny  

Appleseed. 
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We’re on the Web! 
rccss.com 

Office Hours: 
 

The SES office  
hours are: 

 

 8:00am to 4:00pm 
Monday through 

Friday 
 

The mailing address 
for the school is: 

 

St. Elizabeth Seton 
Elementary School 

2101 City Springs Road, 
Suite 100 

Rapid City, SD  57702 
 

The phone number is: 
(605) 716-5213 

 

“Developing Personal 

and Academic  

Excellence in the 

Catholic Tradition” 

Pre-School provides continuous education experiences, care 

and protection for the children enrolled in the 3 and 4 year old preschool, pre-kindergarten, 

preschool plus and child care programs.  Through the daily experience in the classrooms, we 

provide nurturing and development of the spiritual, social, emotional, physical, and intellectual 

of each child.  A typical day focuses on the process of creative expression and learning rather 

that the product.  Through both creative and structured play, the child is encouraged to develop 

their identity as an individual and a member of the group. 
 

Elementary is an accredited kindergarten through fifth  

grade Catholic school.  Founded as Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish School in 1961, it was  

restructured in 1983 and was named after Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first American to be  

canonized.  We are a diverse and accessible community dedicated to assisting families  

in the formation of their children and serving as an education center for the community and  

diocese.  Anchored in the Catholic-school tradition and by the spirit of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 

we celebrate God’s presence in the young, encouraging and empowering them to nourish  

and use their gifts to serve God.  We seek the development of individuals to full potential in 

Christ through our spiritual formation, excellence-based academic curriculum and co-curricular 

programs and activities. 

Anytime! 
If you have any uniforms to donate  
please bring them tothe SES office. 

 

All donations support the PTO.  

For those that are unfamiliar with the  
uniform swap, it is like a rummage 

sale, only with uniforms. 

                      Cookie Dough 

                     Pick-up day is: 
  

Friday October 27th 

Seton Gym 
 

Cookie Dough comes frozen  

with dry ice.   
 

All Cookie Dough  

must be picked  

up on that  

    Friday! 


