STM CAVALIER CHRONICLES

Three St. Thomas More High School students—Sara Cotey, Olivia Gomez, and Natalie Montoya (not pictured)—have
been named candidates for the 2018 U.S. Presidential Scholars Program. Approximately 4,500 candidates were selected from nearly 3.6 million students expected to graduate from U.S. high schools in the year 2018.

Inclusion in the U.S. Presidential Scholars Program, now in its 54th year, is one of the highest honors bestowed upon
graduating high school seniors. Scholars are selected on the basis of superior academic and artistic achievements,
leadership qualities, strong character and involvement in community and school activities.

Only a tenth of one percent of high school seniors are invited by the Commission of Presidential Scholars. Since
2003, eleven Saint Thomas More High School seniors have been named candidates in the U.S. Presidential Scholars
Program. Having three candidates from STM in one year is quite remarkable and speaks to the level of achievement
by our students.

The U.S. Presidential Scholars Program was established in 1964 by Executive Order of the the President to recognize
some of our nation’s most distinguished graduating seniors for their accomplishments in many areas: academic success, leadership, and service to school and community. It was expanded in 1979 to recognize students demonstrating
exceptional scholarship and talent in the visual, creative, and performing arts. In 2015, the program was expanded
once again to recognize students who demonstrate ability and accomplishment in career and technical fields. Annually, up to 161 U.S. Presidential Scholars are chosen from among that year’s senior class, representing excellence in
education and the promise of greatness in America’s youth. All Scholars are invited to Washington, DC in June for
the National Recognition Program, featuring various events and enrichment activities and culminating in the presentation of the Presidential Scholars Medallion during a White House-sponsored ceremony,

A distinguished panel of educators will review these submissions and select 600 semifinalists in early April. The Commission on Presidential Scholars, a group of up to 32 eminent citizens appointed by the President, will select the finalists, and the U.S. Department of Education will announce the Scholars in May.

“DEVELOPING PERSONAL AND ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE IN THE CATHOLIC
TRADITION”

High School Highlights from Mr. Sullivan
Welcome to spring! Third quarter is now over, and we are heading into the home stretch. Please know that we will have scheduling night on
March 12th in the commons. Grades 10-12 will start at 5:30pm with 9th grade and new families starting at 6:30pm. National Honor Society
induction mass will take place on the 26th of March. That same day, we will have our send off mass for our Mission Retreat team.
Prom is also this month. We will have grand march on March 24th at 7pm in the STM gym. This is always an elegant night for our students.
Congratulations to Stone Durham and Corten Dobesh for qualifying for the state wrestling tournament this year. I am very proud of the boys
and how they represented STM.
We are excited to announce that Brigit Blote won the Young Artist competition for the state of South Dakota in January; such an amazing
accomplishment for Brigit!
Congratulations to our girl’s basketball team as they head to the state tournament on March 8-10. Coach Kandolin and the girls are looking
for their fifth straight state title!
The boy’s basketball team is now in round of 16; if they win their next game they will be headed to the state tournament as well.
Congratulations to Baxter Meyer. He placed third at the Debate state championships. Baxter is our first ever competitor, and he did
outstanding.

St. Thomas More families, there are many ways our school can earn money without having fundraisers! I will list a few ways we can earn
money that I am sure you may be doing and do not even realize the potentialincome for our school. They are:
Family Fare receipts- for every $150,000 dollars of receipts our school receives $1,000. (We are now only $2,000 short
of another $1,000!)
Every top of “Land of Lakes Milk” is worth - $.05
Every “Our Family” upc code is worth - $.05
Every “Box Top for Education” is worth - $.10
If you simply send in these items, we will have groups such as “Student Council” and “National Honor Society”, add them up, we then can collect the monies for our school. It is that easy! We appreciate your support.
“It’s easy when you know how.”
Have a wonderful month, and may God Bless you and your family.
God Bless,
Mr. Sullivan

Middle School Memo from Mrs. Olsen……..
Can you believe it? The end of the third quarter is March 9! I am hoping that the idiom
“March comes in like a lion, and goes out like a lamb,” will hold true for us; it’s time
for some outdoor recess!
As I look back on these last two months, I am filled with gratitude at the many ways our
families support our school. First, thank you to the Walla Family and McDonald’s for
helping us with our first ever “McTeacher” night! We “earned” almost $700. Thank you, too, to the families
who came out to support us! The teachers designated this money to help our students reach their Packing
Hope goal. We had a cadre of workers who “earned” their Packing Hope money from this special fund. Our
day to pack meals has been moved to Wednesday March 14. Please stop at St. Elizabeth Seton to see us in
action! It is such a wonderful day of community giving.
Thank you for your help in transporting students to the School of Mines for Science Day. What a worthwhile
event for the students! Women’s Day in Science got cancelled due to weather for the 6th grade girls, but the
generosity of our parents and the creativity of the teachers, filled the day with fun learning opportunities. The
7th and 8th grade girls were able to attend their Women in Science day and the boys were left behind to enjoy
the first annual “Guys Day”. They had prayer time, snacks, talks, activities, lunch at McDonald’s and a dodge
ball tournament!
Please mark your calendar:
3rd Quarter Assembly is Friday, March 16 at 8:15.
Optimist Oratorical School (Speech) Competition is Wednesday, March 21 at 8:30. Please encourage your
child to enter the competition. Cash prizes can be won at the district level! Applications are available in the
office.
Science Fair is Tuesday, March 27.
Easter break begins at the end of the day of Wednesday, March 28.
School resumes for students on Monday, April 9.
6th grade parents- Science Camp at Outlaw Ranch is May 8th and 9th.
8th grade parents- Thursday, May 24th is 8th grade graduation. The day begins with a family breakfast and
8th grade award ceremony. Graduation Mass and ceremony is at 1:00 at the Cathedral followed by reception.
As we complete these final weeks of Lent, I am blessed by the daily witness of you, the parents, our staff and
the students who work and strive for holiness in practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. May God bless
you and your family this month and may you have a Blessed Easter!
In the joy of Christ,
Mrs. Olsen
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Fine Arts News
Spring semester is always a sprint for the Fine Arts Department. January saw us getting ready for SD Jazz
Festival at NSU and Region One Acts in Hill City. Congratulations go to Rose Kinyon, Sean Vickers, Eli Nelson and Abby Julian for receiving outstanding actor awards at the Region One Acts!
In February, we headed right into Region 8 Solo and Ensemble Contest, auditions and first rehearsals for the
spring play, as well as preparations for our March concert. We are proud to say our musicians in vocal and
instrumental areas received high marks at the contest. The highest awards will be highlighted at the Fine Arts
Awards Banquet in May. Congratulations to Natalie Hughes who made All State Band this year on bass clarinet! The concert will be Saturday, March 24th at 4pm in the theater at the Rapid City Civic Center.
In the Art Department, Mrs. Farwell reports the following: Art is a busy place, starting with Middle School’s
“winter night” paintings, followed by Portfolio and Creative Arts students’ “clay armatures.”Art Portfolio and
Creative classes constructed portraits that were sent to Syrian refugee children this semester. Art appreciation
did paintings in the style of Seurat. Stay tuned!
Please plan to attend the upcoming events shown below.
Early Spring Concert
The Curious Savage
Cavalier Coffeehouse
HS Pops Concert
Fine Arts Awards Nt.
MS Spring Concert

March 5, 2018
Apr.14-15, 2018
April 26, 2018
May 10, 2018
May 14, 2018
May 17, 2018

7 PM STM MS Gym
7:30 PM Terra Sancta Gym Stage
4-6 PM Music Department Rooms at the MS
7 PM STM MS Gym
6 PM STM Commons
7 PM STM MS Gym

One Act Cast and Crew of The Dancers at Regions in Hill City

St. Thomas More Theatre
presents

The Curious Savage
By John Patrick
DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE, INC. 440 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10016

7:30 PM April 13 & 14, 2018
Terra Sancta Stage

Stay connected:
Download the RCCSS app
from the App Store or Google
Play!
Or check us out on social media:

RCCSS School
Board
Meetings are open to the public,
please contact a board member to
confirm the schedule and location

Jeffrey Hurd,
President

jeffreyghurd@gmail.com

Michael Albertson,
Vice President

mike@albertsonengineering.com

Rev. Edward Witt,
Treasurer

EWittSJ@diorc.org

Thomas Durkin,
Secretary

Thomas.Durkin@sdsmt.edu

Michael Johnson

mikecgj@aol.com

Christopher Grant

cmgrcpd@gmail.com

Bishop Robert
Gruss

msimonson@diorc.org

Terri Hilt

cthilt@midco.net

Jennifer Keszler

jkiepke@hotmail.com

Rev. Brian Lane

brian@blessedsacramentchurch.org

Susan Safford

SSafford@diorc.org

Michael Solano

mbs810@hotmail.com

LeAnn Wenger

leannwenger@gmail.com

August 28, 2017

February 26, 2018

September 25, 2017

March 26, 2018

October 23, 2017

April 23, 2018 4:00 p.m.

November 27, 2017

May 21, 2018

January 8, 2018

June 25, 2018
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Upcoming Dates to
Remember:
March 14th—Packing Hope
March 16th—MS 3rd Quarter Assembly
March 24th—STM Prom
March 27th—STM MS Science Fair
March 29th—April 4—Easter Recess
April 5-6th—Staff In-Service
April 14-15th—STM Presents
The Curious Savage
April 26th—Cavalier Coffeehouse
4-6pm at the MS
May 8th –9th—6th Grade Science Camp
May 10th—HS Pops Concert
@ STM MS Gym @ 7pm
May 14th—Fine Arts Awards Night
@ STM Commons @ 6pm
May 17th—MS Spring Convert
@ MS Gym @ 7pm
May 21st-23rd—Semester Finals Week
(9-12 grades)
May 24th—8th Grade Graduation
1:00 @ Cathedral
May 25th—Last Day of School
May 27th—STM Graduation

Use Scrip All
Year Long!
Available all summer by
contacting Liz in
Development—348-1477
x. 121

Catholic Math League #3: March 7th
High School

MIDDLE SCHOOL

We welcome three new participants to the math team.
Competing in the third Catholic Math League contest:
Geometry category is: Jacob Rausch;
Algebra II category is: Margaret O’Connor;
and in the Advanced Math category is: Seth Edelen.

Next Catholic Math League:
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