
Geri Aftanski—MS Administrative Assistant 

Tracie Cassidy—HS Registrar 

Nate Gerlick—6-12 Special Resource 

Teacher 

Holly Howie—MS Technology & Family 

Consumer Science Teacher 

Trista Kirchgesler—HS English Teacher 

Fr. Mark McCormick—RCCSS School 

Chaplain 

Becky Merwin—Food Service Director 

Diane Meyer—HS Religion Teacher 

Caitlin Muhlbeier—HS English Teacher 

Stacey Nelson—MS 6th Grade Social Studies & 

Religion 

Christina Sanderson—HS English Teacher 

Andy Shaw—MS  7-8 Religion 

Shelby Vickers—MS Language Arts, 6-12 

Special Education 

Monte Hartl—HS Physical Education 

WELCOME TO THE  
2018-2019  

SCHOOL YEAR! 

NEW STM Faculty and Staff 
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Volume 1, Issue 1 

September 4, 2018 

Welcome to the new Faculty and Staff  at STM High School and Middle School  

(and those with new assignments within RCCSS). 

 

Developing Personal and Academic Excellence In the Catholic Tradition 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING 
 

Initial Training:   1st Thursday of the month*  
   at 10:30 at STM MS 
 
Renewal Training:  3rd Thursday of the month* 
   at 10:30 at STM MS 

 
*Trainings will only take place if school is in session.  



dures or improvements to the business. 

Sales figures or earnings will show how 

your business is growing. 

Some newsletters include a column that is 

updated every issue, for instance, an ad-

vice column, a book review, a letter from 

the president, or an editorial. You can 

also profile new employees or top cus-

tomers or vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in news-

letters is virtually endless. You can in-

clude stories that focus on current tech-

nologies or innovations in your field. 

You may also want to note business or 

economic trends, or make predictions for 

your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed internally, 

you might comment upon new proce-

Dear Family and Friends, 
 

The students and the teachers have re-entered the school year with passion and 

purpose! 

 

Please mark your calendars with the following information: 
 

 Magazine/Cookie Dough Sales kick-off is today, Wednesday, Sept. 5! 

 Please look for the packets and respond with generosity! Turn-in days are on 

Tuesday and Thursday and students who turn in an order may wear jeans to 

school on the following day.   
 

 Please plan to attend our first Parent Fellowship and Formation gathering on Sunday, Sept. 16 at 7:00 

in the MS gym.  Our RCPD school liaison officer, Officer Nicholas Strampe, will be here to give a 

presentation on vaping and juuling, the latest ‘craze’ among young people. Please see page 8 for more 

information. 
 

 Tuesday, Oct. 2 is the 7th and 8th grade boys retreat at Terra Sancta.  More information will be coming 

home, but know that we will need parent drivers, so please make sure your Safe Environment is current!  
 

 Mr. Aberle will be instituting a rotating SAFE Environment training at RCCSS.  SAFE Environment 

training is required for all volunteers who will be in contact with our students. 

  Initial Training:  1st Thursday of the month at 10:30 at STM MS This is for new families 

 to RCCSS who have never received training. 

 Renewal Training: 3rd Thursday of the month at 10:30 at STM MS This is for current 

 families to RCCSS who received training, but need to renew their five-year ertification. 

  (Trainings will only take place if school is in session.) 

  

 Another new event we are adding this year is The Blessing of Pets on Thursday, Oct. 4 at 3:00 pm.  This 

event is open to all well-behaved pets on leash, crate, cage, or fishbowl! Fr. Mark will bless the pets on 

the playground prior to school dismissal! 

 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held Thursday, Oct. 4 from 4:00-7:00 in the Middle School gym 

and on Friday, Oct. 5 from 8:00-Noon. (No school on Friday!)  The teachers will be present at that time 

for you to visit on a first come, first serve basis. If you find that you need to visit with a teacher for longer 

than five minutes, please contact them for a separate appointment time. Students are welcome and 

encouraged to come with parents to conferences. I can't begin to tell you how important it is to come to 

conference. Checking on students’ grades is only a small portion of why you should come. Meeting and 

building a relationship between parents and teachers can only occur in person. I look forward to seeing 

you. Please know that I appreciate the effort it takes to come to conferences! 

 

 On September 11, we will begin our weekly Tuesday 7:15 am Mass. All families are welcome to pray 

with us. I can think of no better way to start the day! 
 

Be assured of my prayers for you and your families and have a wonderful month! 
 

Blessings to you,  

Mrs. Olsen 
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A Memo from the Middle School  
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Welcome back!  We are excited for this school year. The students have been 
amazing. When I am in and out of the classrooms, they are engaged, taking notes, 
and participating in their education. 

Please feel free to join us for school mass on Thursdays at 9am. The high school 
students even sit with their parents!  

We would love to welcome our new teachers to STM: 

Ms. Sanderson – 9th and 10th grade English, 10th Adv. English 

Ms. Kirchgesler – 11th grade and AP English 

Mrs. Mulhbeier  - 12th grade and AP English, 9th Adv. English 

Mrs. Meyers – 9h and 11th grade Religion 

Mr. Hartl – HS PE 

Mr. Gerlick– Special Resources teacher grades 6-12 
 

Join us September 16th at 7:00pm in the MS gym to learn more about Vaping/Juuling.  Our liaison officer,  
Officer Strampe, will be presenting, as well as, answering questions.   All are welcome to attend.  Please 
see page 8 for more information. 

Please know that if you have any questions or concerns to please call or email me and we can set up a 
time to meet.  

This is going to be a great year!!!! 
 

 

St. Thomas More families, there are many ways that we can earn money for our school! Below is a list of a 
few items that can earn money for our school that you may already be doing and do not realize the 
potential income for our school. They are: 

Family Fare receipts- for every $150,000 dollars of receipts our school receives $1,000. (We are 
now only $2,000 short of another $1,000!)   

Every “Box Top for Education” is worth - $.10 

Shop AmazonSmile.  Amazon will donate a percentage of your qualified purchases to our school. 
(www.smile.amazon.com  -  We are registered as RCCSS) 

Simply send these items in to school.  Groups such as “Student Council” and “National Honor Society” will 
add them up, and we will collect the monies for our school. It is that easy! We appreciate your support.  

 “It’s easy when you know how” 
 

Have a wonderful month and may God Bless you and your family.  

God Bless, 

Mr. Sullivan 
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High School Highlights  
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Family and Consumer Science has come to STM Middle School.  Previously known as ‘Home Economics’, FACS 

courses are offered in middle and high school throughout South Dakota. I am excited to bring FACS to St. Thomas More 

Middle School for the first time. This eight-week course will introduce 7th and 8th grade students to nutrition and 

wellness, business management, career exploration, human development, and fashion and design. 
 

I am seeking donations for the FACS classes.  

 sewing needles 

 thread 

 sewing patterns 

 fabric 

 fashion magazines 

 yarn 

 a microwave 

 cookware 

 cutlery 

 plates 

 cups 
 

If you have anything that you would like to donate, please drop it off at the MS office.  For more information, please 

email me at hollyhowie@rccss.org 
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Family and Consumer Science with Mrs. Howie 
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What makes a truly happy person? Ah, the age-old question! Is it lots of stuff and lots of entertaining 
activities? Or... could it possibly be something that resides inside the person?  

Truly happy people learned early in their lives how to be 
content whatever the circumstances. 

 

Yes! Sincerely joyful people understand that basing one’s 
happiness on the acquisition of material possessions and 
participation in exciting activities leads to ever-increasing 
unhappiness and stress. Because of their wisdom in this matter, 
they focus on finding contentment in healthy relationships. 
  
Do you want your kids to spend their lives searching for the pot-
o’-gold at the end of the rainbow? Do you want them spinning 
their wheels, racing toward something that doesn’t exist? If you 
care enough to spend time reading tips from the Love and Logic 
Institute, I’m sure that you don’t! 
 

As early in life as possible, start teaching them that happiness comes from having loving 
relationships with people... rather than things. 

 

Because of the materialistic culture we live in, I think all of us are finding this a bigger challenge than ever. 
That’s why it’s more important than ever to do two things:  

 Spend loving time with our kids 
 Say “No” when they ask for lots of stuff. 
 

In our book, Love and Logic Magic When Kids Leave You Speechless, we give a variety of examples of 
how to do this... and how to deal with any arguing that may come as a result. One strategy involves calmly 
repeating, “I love you too much to argue with you about stuff,” as you hold firm to the limit you’ve set.  
Thanks for reading! Our goal is to help as many families as possible 
— Dr. Charles Fay 
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FINDING HAPPINESS 
Love and Logic :  Dr. Charles Fay 
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This past summer, Joe Hanson participated in the 45th Annual South Dakota Senior 
Honors Choir held on the campus of the University of Sioux Falls.  Auditions were 
held last spring, and he was chosen to be a part of this choir comprised of 150 of 
the best high school voices in the state.  Members of this choir spent a week on 
campus, rehearsing with great intensity under the guest conductor, Judith 
Herrington, Founder and Artistic Director of the Tacoma Youth Chorus.  The week 
culminated in a grand concert at the Washington Pavilion.   
Congratulations, and a big round of applause to you, Joe! 

The school year is off to a great start with many talented and creative students in our Fine Arts classrooms.  
We begin the semester with a review of skills and preparations for our first auditions and performances.  
Our liturgical musicians have two Masses under their belts already.  We are grateful to those who are 
dedicated to being a part of the core group for school liturgies! 
 

 

First auditions for All State Chorus and All State Orchestra are 
coming soon.  All-State Chorus & Orchestra includes more than 
1,000 of South Dakota’s best vocal and instrumental musicians 
and the annual concert will be at the Rushmore Civic Center in 
Rapid City on October 27.  At this time, Mrs. Weber will be 
choosing the STM Jazz Choir members.  Singers in her choirs are 
also eligible to audition for Honors Choirs.  National Honor 
Choir is open any Choir member and Junior Honors Choir is open to 7-9 graders enrolled in the STM Choir 
class.  Please see Mrs. Weber ASAP if you are interested in auditioning. Audition recordings are due by the 
end of September. 
 

 

Our first performance and showing for visual and performing arts is October 23rd at the annual Fine Arts 
Talent Show, Cavalier Cabaret.  (See the mini poster on page 7 for details.)  The STM Choir will be performing 
and the STM Art classes will be painting pumpkins to sell.  Mr. Potter and Mrs. Weber will be looking for 
great acts for this show, anything... ranging from comedy, to songs, to magic tricks, to dance, and more...are 
possibilities.  Once auditions are announced, we encourage anyone who has an idea for a great act to bring 
it to us.  Start brainstorming now!     

October 23  Cavalier Cabaret     7 PM   MS Gym 

November 16/17 Fall Play   7:30 PM   Terra Sancta Stage 

December 4  High School Christmas Concert   7 PM   

   Cathedral’s Main Church 

December 18  Middle School Christmas Concert   7PM   

   Middle School Gym     
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45th Annual South Dakota Senior Honors Choir  

September Fine Arts News 

FALL SEMESTER FINE ARTS EVENTS 
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Art has begun! Looking forward to new year!  
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Art has begun! Looking forward to new year!  



Mrs. Olsen, with the help of STM alumnus Josie O’Meara, refashioned an 

empty trophy case in the entry of the middle school into a beautiful, artistic 

display of the history of St. Thomas More Middle School.  

The first Parent Fellowship and Formation gathering  

will be held  

 

Sunday, September 16, 2018 at 7:00 pm  

In the Middle School Gym  

 

Our RCPD school liaison officer, Officer Nicholas Strampe will 
give a presentation vaping and juuling, the latest dangerous  

trend affecting our young people.  We hope you will be able to 
attend this very informative event.  
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Beautiful Display of Middle School History 

Parent Fellowship and Formation 
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1st week of school...6th Grade is 
already working hard 
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Michael Albertson  - President 

 mike@albertsonengineering.com 
 

Thomas Durkin  - Vice President 

 thomas.durkin@sdsmt.edu 
 

Terri Hilt  -  Secretary 

 cthilt@midco.net 
 

Rev. Edward Witt  -  Treasurer 

 EWittSJ@diorc.org 

 

Most Rev. Robert Gruss  -  Bishop 

 simonson@diorc.org 
 

Barb Honeycutt  - Superintendent 

 bhoney@rccss.org 

 

Christopher Grant 

 cmgrcpd@gmail.com 
 

Jeffrey Hurd 

 jeffreyghurd@gmail.com 
 

Michael Johnson  

 mikecgj@aol.com 
 

Jennifer Keszler 

 jkiepke@hotmail.com 
 

Susan Safford  

 SSafford@diorc.org 
 

Corrie Stephens 

 corrie.stephens@bankwest-sd.bank 
 

LeAnn Wenger 

 leannwenger@gmail.com 

RCCSS Board of Directors 

2018-2019 Meeting Dates 
Open to the public 

August 27 February 25 

September 24 March 25 

October 22 April 29* 

November 26 May 20 

January 7 June 4 

January 28 

Meetings are at 5pm in the Cathedral’s 

large meeting room. (Please confirm loca-

tion with a board member before attending.) 

*April meeting is at 4pm at Terra Sancta 
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I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.    
Philippians 4:13 
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This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph about your organiza-

tion. It might include the purpose of the organization, its mission, founding 

date, and a brief history. You could also include a brief list of the types of 

products, services, or programs your organization offers, the geographic 

area covered (for example, western U.S. or European markets), and a profile 

of the types of customers or members served.  

It would also be useful to include a contact name for readers who want more 

information about the organization. 

Primary Business Address 

Your Address Line 2 

Your Address Line 3 

Your Address Line 4 

BU SIN ESS N AME 

readers to mark their calendars for a regu-

lar event, such as a breakfast meeting for 

vendors every third Tuesday of the 

month, or a biannual charity auction. 

If space is available, this is a good place 

to insert a clip art image or some other 

graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and mailed, 

this story will appear on the back. So, it’s 

a good idea to make it easy to read at a 

glance. 

A question and answer session is a good 

way to quickly capture the attention of 

readers. You can either compile questions 

that you’ve received since the last edition 

or you can summarize some generic ques-

tions that are frequently asked about your 

organization. 

A listing of names and titles of managers 

in your organization is a good way to 

give your newsletter a personal touch. If 

your organization is small, you may want 

to list the names of all employees. 

If you have any prices of standard prod-

ucts or services, you can include a listing 

of those here. You may want to refer your 

readers to any other forms of communica-

tion that you’ve created for your organi-

zation. 

You can also use this space to remind 

Back Page Story Headline 
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Fax: 555-555-5555 

E-mail: someone@example.com 

Your business tag line here. 

We’re on the Web! 

example.com 
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Organization 

Please note that the date for the MS 8th Grade Graduation has changed to May 22, 2019 


