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“Developing Personal and Academic Excellence in the Catholic Tradition”

Hark the Herald Angels Sing!!!
On Thursday, December 6th, the
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade
Christmas Program was held at the Holy
Cross Chapel. Kindergarten - Third
Grade performed in the morning and
Fourth and Fifth Grade performed in the
afternoon. Fourth and Fifth Grade Choir,
Band and Orchestra performed that day as well as Seton Singers.
On Friday, December 7th Preschool performed in the
morning. After the Preschool performances the audience was invited to stay for juice and cookies.
Congratulations to Directors Dee Dee Johnson and Lloyd
Potter for a wonderful program. Everyone in attendance said the
children sang and played beautifully.

Official school records are kept
in the protection of the school
unless a student transfers to
another school and an official
transfer slip, signed by a parent,
is submitted to release records.
The Family Education Rights
and Privacy Act of 1974 guarantees parents and guardians of
students under the age of 18,
and all students 18 years or
older, the right to view records
at any time in the Administrative
Office. Parents are asked to
make an appointment prior to
such a visit. (For a complete
reading of the law refer to:
Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act FERPA) @
http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/gui
d/fpco/ferpa/index.htm)
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RAPID CITY
CATHOLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM SCHOOL BOARD
MEETING SCHEDULE

2018-2019
CATHEDRAL
RECTORY
BASEMENT

August 27, 2018
September 24, 2018
October 22, 2018
November 26, 2018
January 14, 2019
(In Place of Dec mtg.)
January 28, 2019
February 25, 2019
March 25, 2019
April 29, 2019 *
4:00p.m. @Terra Sancta Retreat Center
May 20, 2019*
June 4, 2019* (Board Retreat
–Time/Place TBD)
All meeting times are at 5:00PM
on the 4th Monday of each
month (except as noted)
*Noted Exception

Principal’s Corner
Dear Parents,
“Happy New Year!” “Happy Birthday.” “I just want my child to be
happy.” We all want happiness for our families and ourselves. Happiness
is the subject of countless books and yet it is elusive for many. What is it
that really contributes to happiness? We know that happy people like
themselves; happy people feel in control of their lives; happy people are
hope-filled and optimistic. We all know people who are not happy or joyful. This could be for many reasons. Sometimes we mistake joy for the
pleasures of this life; however, real joy is much deeper. Author Denis
Waitley reminds us: “Happiness cannot be traveled to, owned, earned, or
worn. It is the spiritual experience of living every minute with love, grace,
and gratitude.”
God has created us to be people of hope and joy. Here are some
simple ways to bring more joy to our lives and those of our children:
 Count your blessings. Be grateful for what God calls us to be in his image and likeness. Make it a habit to look for blessings. During the Eucharistic prayer we pray, “let us always and everywhere give you
thanks.”
 Don’t make comparisons. God calls us to be in his image and likeness.
He loves us for who we are and has given each of us special gifts.
 Don’t sweat the small stuff. You might want to ask yourself “Is this
really a big deal in the big picture of life?” I suggest reading Matthew
6:25-33.
 Practice acts of kindness. Generosity toward others helps us focus on
the positive.
 Live in the present. Most of our anxiety is about the past and the future. Matthew 6:34 tells us “Don’t worry about tomorrow.”
 Invest time and energy in your relationships. They are the primary
source of human joy.
 Be positive and trust in God’s goodness.
There are many other ways to bring joy to our own lives and those of our
families. May each of you experience God’s joyful love each day!
Colleen Lecy
Principal, St. Elizabeth Seton Elementary
School
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Love & Logic
Balance
Many parents ask, “Is it really possible to raise well-adjusted kids while at the same time trying to manage
an incredibly hectic and stressful work and family life?” One mom described their situation:
We try to live a simple, frugal lifestyle. Even with keeping our spending as low as possible,
both of us still have to work full schedules just to provide for the basics. With three young
children things get crazy. The house almost always feels like a mess, and we have very little
time and energy left over to spend with the kids. Both of us feel horribly guilty about this
much of the time.

Some parents spend almost no time with their kids because they are addicted to work, addicted to buying
extra stuff, addicted to selfish activities or all three. Many others, however, find themselves having to
work their fingers to the bone because they simply don’t have a choice. Here are some words of encouragement… and some tips… for this second type:
Many well-adjusted adults grew up with exceptionally busy parents.
The key seems to be this: As children, they were not shielded from their
family’s economic struggles. Their parents were honest about the challenges and consistently modeled hopeful, positive attitudes. As such,
they internalized the truth that they were deeply loved even though their
parents weren’t able to spend as much time with them as they wanted.

February
Coming Events:
February 4
Catholic Math League
3:10-3:40pm @SES
Cafeteria
February 7
Safe Environment
Training
10:30am@STM MS
February 8
K-5 Mass 8:30am
@HCC
February 12
Parent Teacher
Conferences 4-7pm

Remember that guilt often interferes with good parenting.
When we allow guilt to interfere with our ability to set and enforce
loving limits and expectations, our kids suffer.

February 15
NO SCHOOL
Parent Teacher

Don’t be afraid to ask for help with supervision.
Kids of all ages need good supervision. Without it, even very good kids
often get involved in drugs, alcohol, early sex, and other high-risk behaviors.

Conferences 8-12pm
February 18
NO SCHOOL

You are doing a good and noble thing by taking care of the needs of
your family.
This is wonderful modeling, and it sends a powerful message of love to
your kids.

Busy parents often find it helpful to listen to our audios as they travel to and from work. Without having
to spend large amounts of time reading, they can learn ideas for making the very best of the limited time
they have with their kids.

President’s Day
February 19
NO SCHOOL
Staff Retreat
February 21
Safe Environment
Renewal Training
10:30am @STM MS

Thanks for reading! Our goal is to help as many families as possible. If this is a
benefit, forward it to a friend.

February 22
K-5 Mass 8:30@HCC

Dr. Charles Fay
All events are subject
to change
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Catholic United Financial Raffle

Joyful Mysteries Prayer Service
On Wednesday, December 19, Mrs. Brockman’s 3rd Grade class
presented the Joyful Mysteries during St. Elizabeth Seton Christmas
Prayer Service.
Each of the students had a role to play in the service. One student read
a summary of the Mystery and another
lead the prayers. Other students reenacted
the scenes by wearing costumes.
The service was a beautiful reminder that
Christ is the reason for our Christmas season as students were preparing for their
Christmas celebrations with their family
and friends.
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Packing Hope 2018-2019
The 2018-2019 Packing Hope Campaign is underway! Over the past ten years,
we have purchased nearly $136,100 worth of food and packed close to
1,040,000 meals. Our goal this year is to raise $8,075.00 and pack meals on
Wednesday, March 27th. Each classroom at Seton has a goal amount based on
$25 per student. Please ask your child/children about this cause, and please consider giving generously. Packing Hope is a non-profit organization that, with the
help of people like you, distributes packages of healthy food to $8,000.00
starving children all over the world.
$6,000.00
$5,000.00

The next challenge for the classrooms will be Thursday,
January 17. The classrooms that make $50 will get a
Slipper/Sock Day.

$4,000.00
$3,000.00
$2,000.00
$1,000.00
$0.00

Shopwithscrip

The Rapid City Catholic School
System is still collecting Family
Fare receipts. For every
$150,000.00 in receipts collected
RCCSS will receive $1,000.00.
Receipts can be dropped off in
the classrooms or the office. Call
the Seton Office at 716-5213 if
you have any questions.

Pennies from
Heaven
Nope it’s just Scrip saving
you on your tuition!

2019 Spring
Concert Schedule
Thursday, May 9th, 2019

Preschool Prayer
Service
Friday, May 10th, 2019

8:30am - 1st Grade, 2nd Grade, & 3rd Grade
in the Holy Cross Chapel

AM Preschool,
PM Preschool and Pre-K

10:00am - 4th and 5th Grade, Band, Orchestra and Seton Singers in the Holy Cross
Chapel

All services will be in the Holy
Cross Chapel

Kindergarten Prayer
Service,
Spring Program and
Tea
Tuesday, May 21st, 2019
Holy Cross Chapel

Classroom Spelling Bee Winners

An easy way to earn
cash for our school!

Congratulations to the Spelling Bee winners this year. The classroom spelling bee
contests were held during the last week of November. Congratulations to Sydney
Giuseffi, Alice Reinke, Oakley Urban, Zander Zandstra, Kaitlyn Shute, Noah
Wald, Caydence Lester, Lauren Poeppel, Violet Grimshaw, Gabrielle Johnson,
Ryne Keszler, Erin Holstein, Madison Boyum, and Marita Jenshus. They all went
on to compete in the school competition held on December 12. The top three winners of that competition were Madison Boyum, Violet Grimshaw, and Erin Holstein. They will compete in the regional competition.

Look for the pink Box
Top coupon on
hundreds of
participating products.
Each is worth 10¢ for
our school!
1. Buy your favorite Box
Tops Products.
2. Cut out the Box Top
from each package.
3. Send your Box Tops to
school with your child.
*We do not collect
Milk Caps, Soup Labels,
or Labels for Education.
Please send
Box Tops only.

January, 2019 Liturgy Schedule
Date
11
11
15
18
25
25
28

Day
Friday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Monday
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Liturgical Event
K-5 Mass
Epiphany room blessings
Chaplaincy
K-5 Mass
K-5 Mass
Vocations Awareness Assembly 4-5
All System Mass

Time
8:30 AM
9:30 AM
3:15 PM
8:30 AM
8:30 AM
10:00AM
9:00 AM

Location
HCC
SES
SES
HCC
HCC
SES Gym
OLPH

Ministries
5-Kveene

5-Eldridge
5-Christopherson
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Catholic Math League
The following pictures are new participating
students in the Catholic Math League contest #2 that was held on Monday, December,
3rd.

Pictured: Erin Holstein

Pictured: Charles Keeton and Grant Schad

Safe Environment Training
This year Mr. Aberle will have Safe Environment Training on the first Thursday of the month (if there
is school) and renewal training on the third Thursday of the month.
Next Training dates:
Date: January 17th, 2019
Time: 10:30 a.m.
Location: STM MS
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Breakfast Menu
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Lunch Menu
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Office Hours:
The SES office
hours are:
7:00am to 4:00pm
Monday through
Friday
The mailing address
for the school is:
St. Elizabeth Seton
Elementary School
2101 City Springs Road,
Suite 100
Rapid City, SD 57702
The phone number is:
(605) 716-5213
“Developing Personal
and Academic
Excellence in the
Catholic Tradition”

We’re on the Web!
rccss.org

St. Elizabeth Seton Pre-School provides continuous education experiences, care and
protection for the children enrolled in the 3 and 4 year old preschool, pre-kindergarten,
preschool plus and child care programs. Through the daily experience in the classrooms,
we provide nurturing and development of the spiritual, social, emotional, physical, and intellectual of each child. A typical day focuses on the process of creative expression and
learning rather that the product. Through both creative and structured play, the child is
encouraged to develop their identity as an individual and a member of the group.

St. Elizabeth Seton Elementary is an accredited kindergarten through fifth grade
Catholic school. Founded as Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish School in 1961, it was restructured in 1983 and was named after Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first American to be
canonized. We are a diverse and accessible community dedicated to assisting families in
the formation of their children and serving as an education center for the community and
diocese. Anchored in the Catholic-school tradition and by the spirit of St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, we celebrate God’s presence in the young, encouraging and empowering them to
nourish and use their gifts to serve God. We seek the development of individuals to full
potential in Christ through our spiritual formation, excellence-based academic curriculum
and co-curricular programs and activities.

Anytime!
If you have any uniforms to donate
please bring them to the SES office.

For those that are unfamiliar with the
uniform swap, it is like a rummage sale,
only with uniforms.

