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“Developing Personal and Academic Excellence in the Catholic Tradition”

Congratulations Miss Velasco!!
Miss Velasco was the recipient of the
PAEMST State Finalist Award.
Awardees serve as models for mathematics
and science education. The teachers chosen
to be National Level Presidential Awardees
will receive $10,000 from the National Science Foundation. One teacher from each
state and one in mathematics will be
selected in 2019.

Official school records are kept
in the protection of the school
unless a student transfers to
another school and an official
transfer slip, signed by a parent,
is submitted to release records.
The Family Education Rights
and Privacy Act of 1974 guarantees parents and guardians of
students under the age of 18,
and all students 18 years or
older, the right to view records
at any time in the Administrative
Office. Parents are asked to
make an appointment prior to
such a visit. (For a complete
reading of the law refer to:
Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act FERPA) @
http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/gui
d/fpco/ferpa/index.htm)

June 2019
Outstanding Teacher and Support Staff of the Year Awards
Mrs. Tami Tremmel was presented Rapid City Catholic School
System’s 2018-2019 “Outstanding Teacher of the Year” award and Mr. Dan
Williams was presented Rapid City Catholic School
System’s 2018-2019 “Outstanding
Support Staff of the Year” award
on April 29 during RCCSS staff
appreciation dinner at Terra Sancta.

“Well done, my good and faithful servant!”
Matthew 25:23
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Love & Logic
Healthy Parenting
Does it ever seem like we live in a world of extremes? Sometimes educators comment, “The parents of some of our students
spend absolutely no time involved in their children’s educations. The end result is predictable: Their kids rarely achieve up to
their potential.”
Other times teachers say, “Some of our parents are so over involved in their children’s homework, school assignments, and
grades that their kids can’t seem to function without someone doing most of the work for them.”
Considering these extremes, perhaps it makes sense to compare and contrast healthy versus unhealthy parental involvement,
understanding that the healthy variety is essential for high achievement.
Healthy parental involvement means being aware of your kids’ assignments, asking questions about these assignments, and
offering assistance if they ask. It means giving ideas and allowing them to do the lion’s share of the work.
Unhealthy parental involvement means constantly reminding and rescuing, essentially taking more responsibility for their
work than they do.
Healthy parental involvement means consistently allowing your kids to evaluate how they feel about their performance. This
might sound like, “You have a sixty-nine in music so far. How do you feel about that?” or asking, “You earned a ninety-eight
on that test. How does that leave you feeling?” Kids allowed to own the good and not-so-good feelings associated with their
performance are more likely to understand and care about the connection between their personal effort and outcomes.
Unhealthy parental involvement means making it all about our feelings. This might go like, “That sixty-nine in music is just
not
acceptable. You need to bring that grade up” or it may sound like, “You earned a ninety-eight on that test. That makes me so
happy. That’s great.” When we make their grades about our feelings, we run the risk of stealing opportunities for them to think
about how these grades personally affect them.
Healthy parental involvement means putting most of our energy into providing a healthy home where kids are loved, respected, and expected to complete chores. It’s about creating a place where they get to experience an authentic relationship
between cause and effect. In other words, they experience the gift of loving discipline.
Unhealthy parental involvement means spending so much time criticizing the school and rescuing our kids from their teachers that we have little time or energy left over to create a rock solid home environment.
Healthy parental involvement means allowing our kids to hear us talking with excitement about our own learning. It also
means
letting them hear us saying positive things about their teachers and their school.
Unhealthy parental involvement involves providing plenty of lectures about how important education is while allowing our
kids to hear us gripe and complain about our own learning responsibilities and how subpar the school and teachers are.
Overall, healthy parental involvement means being good models. It means allowing kids to make mistakes. It means providing
plenty of empathy. It definitely means remembering that raising kids who can think and learn for themselves is not for the faint
of heart.
Thanks for reading! Our goal is to help as many families as possible. If this is a benefit, forward it to
a friend.
Dr. Charles Fay
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Dates for Fall 2019
August 12– Substitute Meeting, 8:30am in SES Cafeteria
August 13 – New Family Orientation & Picnic, 5:30-7:00pm
August 15 – Preschool Parent Orientation, 9:00am or 1:00pm
Kindergarten Parent Orientation, 11:00-12:00pm
August 19 – PS-5th Grade Meet and Greet the Teachers Open House, 4:00-6:00pm
August 21 – First Day of School - 1st-5th Grade
Parent Orientation – 8:00am
-Alice School Safety Protocol, Digital Safety
11:00am Dismissal
August 22 – First Day for Preschool and Preschool Plus
Kindergarten Small Groups
Child Care begins
August 23 – Kindergarten Small Groups
Mass 8:30am@HCC

Living History
Imagine walking into a classroom full of fifth graders clad in period clothing and brandishing the equipment necessary to be soldiers, bakers, laundresses, sutlers, photographers, doctors, nurses, spies, drummers, buglers, plantation
owners and telegraph operators. That is exactly what you would have
seen in Miss Christopherson’s classroom on May 10 when Don Balyeat
visited the fifth graders at Seton.
While not a teacher in the traditional sense of the word, educator Don
Balyeat travels throughout the Midwest to share his passion for the Civil
War with students in several states. With a hands-on approach to teaching, Mr. Balyeat uses personal experience
to connect with students and show them
the value of historical education.
Don Balyeat explains to the students
that he is not an expert nor a teacher of the
Civil War, he’s a history traveler and he
shares his travel experiences with them. He wants them to understand that history
was not yesterday, it walks side by side with them every day.
Mr. Balyeat charges no fees or bills for any expenses. He has visited schools in the
Black Hills of South Dakota and 2 very rural schools in Minnesota.
Don graciously shared his period clothing and it was put to good use. All in all it
was a great day! Who doesn’t like to dress up every once in a while and pretend?
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SES Elementary School

Uniforms
Please use the following information to answer any questions you might have regarding the uniform code.
GIRLS:
Plaid skort (Grades K-5)
Plaid jumpers (Grades K-5)
Navy blue twill skort
Navy blue twill or corduroy walking shorts or slacks / No Cargo or Flair
Solid Red or White collared polo shirt or turtleneck - No logo (Tucked In)
White long-sleeved collared button-up shirts
Solid Navy blue sweaters - No logo
Sweatshirts: Only Seton\STM logo sweatshirt
Note: Hoodies shall not be worn as classroom attire.
Shoes: Appropriate footwear is required
Socks: Cavalier socks or solid red, white, navy, gray - No logo
Belts: Worn through pant or short loops – Only functional belts NO fashion belts
BOYS:
Navy blue twill or corduroy walking shorts or slacks / No Cargo or Flair
Solid Red or White collared polo shirt or turtleneck - No logo (Tucked In)
White long-sleeved collared button-up shirts
Solid Navy blue sweaters – No logo
Sweatshirts: Only Seton\STM logo sweatshirt
Note: Hoodies shall not be worn as classroom attire.
Shoes: Appropriate footwear is required
Socks: Cavalier socks or solid red, white, navy, gray - No logo
Belts: Worn through pant or short loops – Only functional belts NO fashion belts

Uniform apparel is available at Lands’ End.
All plaid skirts, skorts, and jumpers MUST be purchased directly from Land’s End.
1-800-469-2222

Preferred School Number: 900168543

*ONLY ACCEPTABLE LOGOS ARE ST. ELIZABETH SETON OR ST. THOMAS MORE
PRESCHOOL children are NOT required to wear uniforms.
DRESS-UP DAYS: Appropriate, tasteful slacks or dresses. No jeans or shorts.
OUT OF UNIFORM:

1.
2.

First time a note will be sent home.
Second time the parent will be required to bring a uniform to school.
Continued or repeated violation of the dress code will necessitate disciplinary action by the administration.
Page – 9 – School Handbook

ST. ELIZABETH SETON SCHOOL AT TERRA SANCTA

ELEMENTARY SUPPLY LIST 2019-2020
PRE-SCHOOL
(1) pack of 24 crayons (“skinny-sized”, primary colors only), (2) packs 10 fat washable primary color markers (NO neon or
bright colors), (2) packs 10 skinny primary color markers, (1) pack colored pencils, (2) glue sticks, (1) school sized backpack (needs
to be able to hold a standard school folder), (1) Box of Kleenex, (1) lg. container of baby wipes, (2) Box 5 oz. Dixie Cups, and (1)
pair of inexpensive crocs (please put child’s name on) to be left at school. Each child: bring in one complete outfit to be place in
their cubbies. Please have the clothes labeled with the child’s name and put in a lg. Ziploc bag.
4 yr. old Preschool and Pre-K: all of the above and last names that begin with A-M; bring Clorox Wipes; last names that begin
with N-Z; bring sandwich sized Ziploc bags.
3yr. old Preschool: all of the above and (1) pkg. of 8 crayons (lg. size); last names that begin with A-M; bring gallon size Ziploc;
last names that begin with N-Z: bring flushable wipes.
We share all supplies in the classroom, so please DO NOT label the items with your child’s name.
KINDERGARTEN
(3) pack washable color markers, (2) bottle Elmer’s school glue, (6) glue sticks, (2) pkg. colored pencils, (1) watercolors, (1) pink
eraser, (1) container of Clorox wipes, (1) pkg. #2 pencils, (2) boxes of crayon, backpack (large enough to carry folders and books),
(1) plastic green folder, (1) clipboard, (2) lg. box Kleenex, (1) 1-inch durable 3-ring binder and (2) wide ruled composition books
(NOT Spiral). We share all supplies in the classroom, so please DO NOT label the items with your child’s name.
FIRST GRADE
(1) pkg. #2 pencils, (1) eraser, (1) box of 24 crayons, classic colors-wide markers, “Fiskar” scissors, set of 8 watercolors, Elmer’s
white glue, backpack, (2) lg. boxes of Kleenex, (1) folder, (4) glue sticks, (1) gallon sized Ziploc bags, and (2) lg. containers of baby
wipes. (No Pencil Boxes or Pencil Bags)
SECOND GRADE
(24) yellow #2 pencils (NO mechanical), (4) lg. pink erasers, (1) small handheld pencil sharpener , (1) box of 24 crayons, (1) box of
12 colored pencils, (1) box of “classic color” markers, (1) scissors, (1) Crayola watercolors, (2) yellow highlighters, (8) small glue
sticks, (2) boxes of Kleenex, (1) container of disinfecting wipes, (1) Ziploc bags (any size), folders: (1) blue, (1) yellow, (1) green,
(1) red; (1) composition notebook, (1) pencil box, (1) package of yellow sticky notes, earbuds or headset, 0.5” clearview binder, and
spiral wide-lined one-subject notebooks: (2) yellow, (1) green, (1) blue, (1) red
We share all supplies in the classroom, so please DO NOT label the items with your child’s name.
THIRD GRADE
Supply box, (36) #2 pencils (NO mechanical), (1) large soft eraser, (1) pkg. of markers, (2) red pens, (1) box of 16-24 crayons,
(2) highlighters, (2) bottles school glue, (2) pkgs. glue sticks, (1) scissors, (2) boxes of Kleenex, (1) backpack, (4) wide-lined spiral
notebooks, watercolors, colored pencils, wooden ruler with inches and centimeters, flashcards/multiplication and division (0-9’s),
Baby Wipes, Webster’s paperback dictionary, (5) pocket folders, (3) X-large book covers, (2) composition notebooks, fine point
dry erase markers, (1) hand sanitizer, (1) 1” 3 ring binder, and a pair of headphones or earbuds.
FOURTH GRADE
(12) #2 pencils (NO mechanical), (1) pencil box, (2) red pens, (1) box of classic markers, (1) lg. eraser, (2) highlighters (two different colors), (4) glue sticks, (1) pkg. of 24 colored pencils, (1) box of 24 crayons, (1) box watercolor paints, (1) ruler (standard and
metric), (1) metal magazine vertical file, (1) basic calculator, (10) pocket folders, (1) two inch binder, (4) composition book, (1)
scissors, (2) box of Kleenex, (2) black sharpies, (1) jump drive or thumb drive on a lanyard (label with student’s name), (1) box of
Band-Aids, (1) pack of fine point dry erase markers, Clorox wipes, and a pair of headphones or earbuds
FIFTH GRADE
(2) pkg. #2 Pencils (NO mechanical), (2) erasers, pens (colored or plain), (2) composition notebooks, (6) spiral notebooks,
(2) pkg. loose-leaf paper, scissors, (2) folders, (1) glue stick, colored pencils, colored markers, (2) boxes of Kleenex, highlighters,
(1) metal magazine vertical file, basic calculator, (1) large container, disinfecting wipes, (2) pkg. dry erase markers with eraser,
(2) pkg. of index cards, large metal rings for note cards, thumb drive on a lanyard, pencil box large enough to hold their supplies,
pencil sharpener, headphones or earbuds, (1) 2-inch binder or trapper keeper, (1) pkg. of 5 or more tabs for organizing their binder,
Band Aids

*NOTE: These supplies must be available to students in ALL grades for the entire school year.
An extra box of Band-Aids and Kleenex for the office is always appreciated.
One student assignment book will be provided by Seton school.
Replacement cost for any additional assignment books will be $3.50.

Rosary Service & Awards Ceremony
On May 17, students and teachers gathered in the gym to pray the rosary. Father Mark led the
rosary service while 5th Graders lead each of the prayers. After finishing the rosary, Mrs. Lecy,
Mr. Whalen, Mrs. Johnson, and Mrs. Romig handed out awards to students who participated in
various school activities throughout the year.

Pastries with Parents
On Friday, May 3, in appreciation of
our parents, St. Elizabeth Seton invited
parents and students to our annual
Pastries with Parents. Parents lined up
with their students for a wide array of
delectable pasties decorated by the
Seton kitchen staff. Thank you to all the
staff who helped make this event a success.
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Kindergarten Tea
On May 21, Kindergarten classes hosted a prayer service and tea. Deacon Lou led the prayer
service. Afterwards, parents and loved ones had refreshments. Thank you to all who were able
to attend. We look forward to seeing you again in the Fall.

Preschool Prayer Service
On May 10, the AM and PM Preschool students as well as the Pre-K students held a Prayer
Service at 9:00am in the Holy Cross Chapel. Fr. Mark McCormick was the celebrant and
ended the service with a blessing for the students. Thank you to all parents who shared their
children with us this year and we hope to see you all next year.

Spring Concerts
On May 10th, Seton students gave a great Spring Concert at
8:30am in the Holy Cross Chapel. Seton Singers started off
the concert with two songs: “Hosannah!” and “I Love the
Mountains.”
After Seton Singers, First graders joined their voices for the
songs: “She’ll Be Coming Round The Mountain When She
Comes,” “I’ve Been Working on the Railroad,” and “Home
on the Range.”
Then First and Second Grade sang one song together: “This Little
Light of Mine.”

Next, second graders sang two songs: “Be Thou My Vision” and
“Nature Starts A Song.” Many students had speaking parts, played
instruments and danced which delighted the audience.

Second and Third Graders joined together to sing a song
titled “Born to Make Music.”

The 3rd Graders sang three songs: “Dance With Your
Hands,” Hallelujah! He is Risen,” and “I Love the Mountains.” Many students participated in the
small ensembles, played instruments
and danced.

5th Grade Band, directed by Mr. Potter, and 4th and 5th Grade Orchestra, directed by Mrs. Johnson, started
off the afternoon concert with several songs: “A Mozart Melody,” “Ode to Joy,” “Frere Jacques,” “French
Folk Song,” “Monday’s Melody.” Many students had solos or smaller ensembles.

4th and 5th Graders sang several Spring-themed songs:
“Viva Vernal Equinox,” “Come the Spring,” “I Can’t
Stand Still Under Those Raindrops,” “Waiting for
Spring,” and “Spring, Spring, Spring.” Many students
participated in smaller vocal ensembles while other students had speaking parts.

Mrs. Johnson would like to thank the students for all of their
hard work they put into learning the music.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
2019-2020 SCHOOL CALENDAR
AUGUST

Aug 2019
S M T W T F S
1 2 3
4

5 6

7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

12

Substitute Mtg.: 8:30am Terra Sancta

13, 15, 16 New Staff Orientation
13

New Family Orientation & Picnic

14

20

Martin Luther King Day
NO SCHOOL

FEBRUARY

14, 19, 20 ALL STAFF INSERVICE
Pre-School Orientation: 9am & 1pm

12

K-8 Conferences 4-7pm

14

NO SCHOOL

1

2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10 11 12 13 14

Teacher Work Day
19

Elementary Meet and Greet: 4-6pm
HS Orientation (9th Grade and NEW

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

MS Meet & Greet 5-6pm

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

21

½ Day of School-Grades 1st-5th Grade
Full Day of School - 6th-12th Grade

22

Oct 2019
S M T W T F S

SEPTEMBER
Labor Day - NO SCHOOL

1 2 3 4 5

26

K-8 Conferences 4-7p

8 9 10 11 12

27

NO SCHOOL
9-12 Conferences 7:45a-4p

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

OCTOBER

27 28 29 30 31
14

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23

MARCH
12

Native American/Columbus Day

End of Third Quarter
(45 Days)

13

NO SCHOOL– Staff Retreat

1 2 3 4
5

6

7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31
Feb 2020
S M T W T F S
1
2

9-13

Easter Recess - NO SCHOOL

14

Staff In-service– NO SCHOOL

15

Classes Resume

MAY

3 4

5 6

7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29

APRIL

March 2020
S M T W T F S
1

2 3

4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21

19-21

Semester Finals Week (Grades 9-12)

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

20

STM MS 8th Grade Graduation 1p

29 30 31

22

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

Early Dismissal – KG-8th Grade

15

Staff In-Service –NO SCHOOL

Dismissed at 11:00am

18

End of First Quarter (40 days)

End of 3rd Trimester K-5

1 2
4 5 6 7 8 9

End of 2nd Trimester K-5

K-8 Conferences 8a-12p

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

S M T W T F S

21

PS-KDG/Childcare starts

2

Nov 2019

President’s Day – NO SCHOOL

SES-Dismissed at 11:00am

29 30

S M T W T F S

9-12 Conferences 7:45a-4p
17

Families): 6:30-8pm
20

Jan 2020

K-8 Conferences 8z-12p

Kindergarten Orientation: 11am

S M T W T F S

3

Classes Resume

6th Grade & New MS families
Orientation—5:30-7:00pm

Sept 2019

7

6

5:30-7:00pm

15

6

JANUARY

NOVEMBER

April 2020
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4

End of Fourth Quarter (45 days)
24

STM Graduation

5

6 7

8 9 10 11

8

End of 1st Trimester K-5

11

NO SCHOOL

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

27-29

Thanksgiving Recess

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

NO SCHOOL

26 27 28 29 30

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

DECEMBER
Dec 2019

2

Classes Resume
Semester Finals Week (Grades 9-12)
Christmas Recess Begins

S M T W T F S

18-20

1

2 3 4 5 6 7

20

8

9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

(At end of day)
End of Second Quarter (41 days)
21-Jan 5 Christmas Recess - NO SCHOOL

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31
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May 2020
S M T W T F S
1 2
3

4

5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23

This school calendar is composed of 180 teacher duty days: 173 student contact days including
parent teacher conferences, 5 in-service days, 1 Staff Retreat and 1 teacher work day, 1 teacher
comp. day. PLEASE NOTE: If school is closed due to inclement weather or other emergencies,
these days will be made up at the discretion of RCCSS Board of Directors

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31
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Office Hours:
The SES office
hours are:
We’re on the Web!
rccss.org

7:00am to 4:00pm
Monday through
Friday
The mailing address
for the school is:
St. Elizabeth Seton
Elementary School
2101 City Springs Road,
Suite 100
Rapid City, SD 57702
The phone number is:
(605) 716-5213
“Developing Personal
and Academic
Excellence in the
Catholic Tradition”

St. Elizabeth Seton Pre-School provides continuous education experiences, care and
protection for the children enrolled in the 3 and 4 year old preschool, pre-kindergarten,
preschool plus and child care programs. Through the daily experience in the classrooms,
we provide nurturing and development of the spiritual, social, emotional, physical, and
intellectual needs of each child. A typical day focuses on the process of creative
expression and learning rather than the product. Through both creative and structured play,
the child is encouraged to develop their identity as an individual and a member of the
group.
St. Elizabeth Seton Elementary is an accredited kindergarten through fifth grade Catholic
school. Founded as Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish School in 1961, it was restructured
in 1983 and was named after Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first American to be canonized. We
are a diverse and accessible community dedicated to assisting families in the formation of
their children and serving as an education center for the community and diocese. Anchored
in the Catholic-school tradition and by the spirit of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, we celebrate
God’s presence in the young, encouraging and empowering them to nourish and use their
gifts to serve God. We seek the development of individuals to full potential in Christ
through our spiritual formation, excellence-based academic curriculum and co-curricular
programs and activities.

Shopwithscrip

Anytime!
If you have any uniforms to donate
please bring them to the SES office.
All donations support the PTO.

For those that are unfamiliar with the
uniform swap, it is like a rummage sale,
only with uniforms.

