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September 3, 2019 

 

 

Developing Personal and Academic 
Excellence In the Catholic Tradition 

 WELCOME  

to the  

2019-2020  

SCHOOL 

YEAR! 

New STM Faculty and Staff 

Welcome to the new Faculty and Staff at STM High School and Middle 

School (and those with new assignments within RCCSS) 
 

 Emily Anderson—HS English 

 Spencer Crawford—MS World Languages / HS Study Hall 

 Mark Farrand—HS Physics 

 Scott Fischer—MS Computer Science 

 Laura Gotthold—MS 8th grade Literature/6th grade Graphic Design 

 Abbey Hilt—MS 6th grade Grammar/Comp/Literature 

 Maria Martinez—HS Spanish 

 Nina McKeon—HS French 

 Katrina Thorn—HS English 

 Richard Towne—HS Computer 

 Angela Wagner—MS Media/Yearbook 

 Gloria Wiedmann—MS 7th/8th grade Grammar/Comp 
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Dear Family and Friends, 

The students and the teachers have re-entered the school year 
with passion and purpose!   It is going to be a great year! 
 

Prayer Opportunities!  

We have Tuesday morning Mass at 7:15 in the STM MS Chapel.  
Parents and students are welcome to start the day with the Lord!  

On Wednesday morning, we have our Prayer Groups. The ladies 
start in the Chapel at 7:30-7:40 for prayer time and then go to 
Mrs. Nelson’s room for snacks and fellowship.  The men report to 

the Chapel at 7:40-7:50 for prayer time and then to Mr. Shaw’s 
room for snacks and fellowship! Please encourage your child to 
attend! 
 

Parent-Teacher Conferences  

Conferences will be held Thursday, Sept. 26 from 4:00-7:00 in the Middle School gym 

and on Friday, Sept.27 from 8:00-noon. (No school on Friday!)  The teachers will be 
present at that time for you to visit on a first come, first serve basis. If you find that 

you need to visit with a teacher for longer than five minutes, please ask them for a 
separate appointment. Students are welcome and encouraged to come with parents to 
conferences. I can't begin to tell you how important it is to come to conferences. 

Checking on students’ grades is only a small portion of why you should come. Meeting 
and building a relationship between parents and teachers can only occur in person. I 

look forward to seeing you. Please know that I appreciate the effort it takes to come to 
conferences!  
 

Missoula Children’s Theater  

Auditions will be here Monday, Sept. 30 and the performance is Saturday, Oct. 5.  This 

is always a fun event, so please encourage your thespian to participate! 
 

Uniforms 

We are in our third week of school and the teachers and I are becoming more diligent at 

monitoring uniform violations.   All belt loops (boys AND girls!) need to have a belt in 
them.  Shirts need to be tucked in.  Hoodies are not permitted in the classroom.   All 
students must wear a collared uniform shirt, even under the uniform sweatshirt.   All 

socks and undershirts must be solid navy, white, black, or grey with no logos or 
designs.  Leggings must be solid navy, white, black, or grey with no logos, design, cut 

outs, or mesh.   Skirts must be no more than 2” above the knees.  Students are allowed 
to rectify any violations during A period each day.  If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to call me or stop in.  

 
We are grateful for all the ways you support our school! Thank you and God Bless your 
month! 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Mrs. Olsen 
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A Memo from the Middle School  
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WELCOME TO THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR! 
 

Dear Lord and Father of all, thank You for this upcoming school year.  
Thank You for ways in which you provide for us all.  For Your 
protection and love we thank you.  Help us to focus our hearts and 
minds now that we are starting a new school year.  Inspire us by 
Your Holy Spirit as we listen and write.  Guide us by your eternal 
light as we discover more about the world around us.  We ask all this 
in the name of Jesus.  Amen.  

 

Again, welcome back and I hope that everyone had an enjoyable 
summer.  As I walked the halls for the first two weeks of school, I was very impressed by 
how our students were engaged in their classes and more importantly, just the feel of 
positivity in the building.  I encourage all families to join us for weekly Mass on Thursdays.  
We start at 9am and it is a beautiful Mass at the Cathedral with our students grades 6-12. 

 

I want to congratulate our AP students and teachers for their amazing scores from last 
spring’s AP exams. 

 

Senior parents: Starting this year, only seniors who have fulfilled all of the graduation 
requirements will be allowed to walk and participate in the graduation ceremony.  If a 
senior fails a class first semester, they will meet with administration and the teacher of the 
class. This meeting will determine if the student will be able to earn a passing grade by the 
end of the second semester.  A senior may request to meet with the school board if there 
were circumstances out of the student’s control which did not allow them to complete a 
class.  Please see me if you have any questions.   

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to set up an appointment.   

“It’s easy when you know how” 

Have a wonderful month and may God bless you and your family.  

God Bless,  

Mr. Sullivan 
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High School Highlights  
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Is Responsibility Archaic? :  Love and Logic 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING  

  Initial Training:    1st Thursday of the month*     
      at 10:30 at STM MS 

  Renewal Training:  3rd Thursday of the month*    
      at 10:30 at STM MS 

    *Trainings will only take place if school is in session.  

 The Initial training class is mandatory for anyone who will have contact with our students and has not taken the class prior. 

 The Renewal Training Class is mandatory for anyone whose initial training was 5 years ago and has now expired.  

Is it really okay to hold kids accountable for their misbehavior… or is this an archaic 
concept that no longer applies to raising kids? We at Love and Love have always taught 
the same thing - hope and pray for affordable mistakes, provide a strong and sincere 
dose of loving empathy, and let logical or natural consequences do the teaching. 

We provide unconditional love, dignity, and opportunities for kids to make small 
mistakes. That’s the “love” in Love and Logic. The “logic” develops inside the child’s 
heart and mind when they discover that the quality of one’s choices largely determines 
the quality of one’s life. 

Do choices matter?    I remember the first time I heard how horrible and downright mean it is to upset our 
children by providing consequences. I was speaking at a seminar in Salt Lake City.  (By the way… if you’re a 
Salt Lake City citizen, please don’t take any offense. I love your city.) 

A parent at the conference shared her confusion:  “We caught our sixteen-year-old sending nude pictures of 
herself to her boyfriend. We’d been learning about Love and Logic, so we felt it important that we take her 
phone. We really felt that it made sense… but then her therapist told us that we were way off base.” 

Trying to understand the situation, I asked, “Tell me how you did it.” 

Mom continued:  “We were careful to remain calm and to do our best to use empathy. We just told her that we 
loved her and that we didn’t feel comfortable providing a phone when she was using it to do something 
inappropriate and dangerous.” 

I was confused and asked, “So the therapist told you that you shouldn’t have done that?” 

Mom replied: “The therapist told us that doing this was too upsetting to our daughter. He went on to tell us 
that Love and Logic isn’t effective because it upsets kids.” 

“What do you think?” I asked.  Her answer: “I just don’t know how a person can raise a responsible child 
without having some accountability.” 

Over the past few years, a strangely popular “no-consequences” movement has developed among many. 
They seem to argue that if we just do a better job of loving kids and meeting their underlying emotional needs, 
there will be no need for consequences. They also suggest that using consequences… even reasonable ones 
delivered with great love… is a big no-no. 

Have you heard this, as well?  There’s some truth in what they say. Yes! Loving kids, building trusting 
relationships, and meeting needs is essential… and it does tend to cut down on the need for consequences. 
The downside of their rather extreme position is that it ignores the reality that the world is a place full of 
consequences. 

It’s pay now or pay later.  We can either help our kids learn that choices matter when they are young and 
the consequences are small, or we can allow the world to teach this lesson when they are older and the 
consequences are often tragic. 

Are we going to prepare our kids for a world that doesn’t exist… or the real world?    -  Dr. Charles Fay 



Upcoming Fine Arts Events—Fall Semester 

Fine Arts News 
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We are off and running with fabulous Fine Arts students in 

our classrooms this year.  If you can hear the voices and 

instruments making good music already, you know you are in 

for a treat when concert time comes around!  Soon the All 

State Chorus and Orchestra students will be chosen and early 

morning rehearsals will begin, as well as lunch time rehearsals 

for our Middle School students who are auditioning for South 

Dakota Junior Honors Choir.   

Speaking of honors, over the summer, we had one student participate in the 

National Catholic Youth Choir!  Congratulations to Nathaniel Aftanski, 

who was accepted into this choir.  He spent 10 days on the campus of St. 

John’s University in Collegeville, Minnesota with many other fine high 

school singers learning beautiful sacred choral music.  They topped off the 

time together with a 3-day concert tour throughout the surrounding area, a 

final concert back at St. John’s, and singing at the Sunday Mass at the 

Abbey.  NCYC is a fantastic opportunity to grow in one’s faith, and as a 

choral musician.  We are grateful to Bishop Robert Gruss, who offered a 

scholarship to help with the cost of attending.  Bravo, Nathaniel! 

The STM Jazz Combo gathered 

this summer to play at the 

Wilson Park Festival in June.   

Upcoming events include Cavalier Cabaret in October, All State 

Chorus & Orchestra at the beginning of November, as well as 

the fall play on the weekend before Thanksgiving.  We look 

forward to seeing you in the audience and lots of students 

auditioning for these fantastic events!  Check out the details 

below. 

October 21, 2019  Cavalier Cabaret    7 PM STM MS Gym 

November 1-2, 2019 All State Chorus and Orchestra  Sioux Falls 

November 22-23, 2019 Fall Play     7 PM Seton Gym Stage 

December 10, 2019 HS Christmas Concert    Cathedral 

December 12, 2019 MS Christmas Concert   STM MS Gym 
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STM Art  

 

 

 

Art classes are in full swing! Art Appreciation class completes their portfolio designs.  



Senior Retreat 
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Michael Albertson  - President 

 mike@albertsonengineering.com 
 

Thomas Durkin  - Vice President 

 thomas.durkin@sdsmt.edu 
 

Terri Hilt  -  Secretary 

 cthilt@midco.net 
 

Rev. Edward Witt  -  Treasurer 

 EWittSJ@diorc.org 
 

Most Rev. Robert Gruss  -  Bishop 

 simonson@diorc.org 
 

Barb Honeycutt  - Superintendent 

 bhoney@rccss.org 
 

Christopher Grant 

 cmgrcpd@gmail.com 
 

Jeffrey Hurd 

 jeffreyghurd@gmail.com 
 

Michael Johnson  

 mikecgj@aol.com 
 

Jennifer Keszler 

 jkiepke@hotmail.com 
 

Susan Safford  

 SSafford@diorc.org 
 

Corrie Stephens 

 corrie.stephens@bankwest-sd.bank 

RCCSS Board of Directors 

2019-2020  Meeting Dates 

August 26  February 24 

September 23  March 23 

October 28  April 27* 

November 25  May 18 

January 6  June Retreat—TBD 

January 27 

Meetings are at 5pm in the Cathedral’s large 

meeting room. (Please confirm location with a 

board member before attending.) 

*April meeting is at 4pm at Terra Sancta 

 The senior class was on retreat Sunday, August 

25th-Tuesday, August 27th at Placerville Camp  
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Start your day  
 
 
 

 

with Mass! 
 

 
 

TUESDAYS 
7:15 AM 

St. John Fisher Chapel 
STM MS 

Adoration following mass until 3:00pm 
 
 

THURSDAYS 

9:00 AM 
All MS & HS Mass 
Cathedral OLPH 

*Please check liturgy schedule 
 

 

You are invited to the 

All-System Mass  

Thursday, September 12, 2019 

9:00 am 

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
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development 
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Lunch and Breakfast Menus 



Welcome Back!! 


