
July 15, 2020 

Dear RCCSS Families, 

I pray you are all doing well. The summer is quickly flying by and it will be time for school soon. Included 
in this communication will be our revised school calendar, results of the parent survey regarding 
returning to school, and procedures and protocols that will be implemented beginning the first day of 
school. 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Attached you will find the revised RCCSS school calendar.  School will begin on Monday, August 24th, with 
a full day in session for all students. The starting date was moved to the 24th so that we would have 1-2 
weeks prior to have intense training and professional development for our faculty and staff. Teachers 
are anxious to teach and from what I have been hearing, students are excited about getting back in the 
classroom. We are starting the year with traditional delivery of instruction.  Schedules will be as close to 
normal as possible and safety precautions will be implemented at all facilities to enhance staff and 
student safety. Please note the student symptom screening checklist included with this communication.  
Parents are requested to complete a daily screening check.  If “YES,” to ANY of the questions, DO NOT 
SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL!  Please seek guidance from your medical provider.  Parents are asked to 
not drop students off before 7:40 am. Doors will open at that time and after a temperature check, 
students will report directly to their classroom.  One other change to note on the revised calendar is that 
school will be in session on Labor Day, Native American Day, and Veteran’s Day. The only breaks will be 
at Thanksgiving and Christmas. It is not only our goal to start school strong, but to remain in school and 
have as many teacher student contact days as possible before the first semester ends. Procedures and 
protocols for what happens when you drop your student off at school are explained in detail further into 
this document. 

We will start strong with Traditional learning - face to face instruction. We are hopeful that with the 
procedures and protocols being put into place, we will be able to remain in school. If we start to 
experience spread of the virus and need to scale back, we will move to the Hybrid Schedule. In the event 
of school closure, we will move back to remote learning.  See below for a graphic explanation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Below are results from the Back to School Survey.  Results exhibit a high percentage of groups surveyed 
are comfortable with school starting in August. (average of 73%). An average of 77% indicated they do 
not have any health concerns about sending students back to school.  The comment section revealed 
further explanation of this choice:  no concern only if safety procedures are in place. When surveyed 
about the best option for a hybrid schedule, if for some reason we need to scale back, 58% of those 
surveyed favored the option of students attending class every other day with a half day Friday. 

 



MASK REQUIREMENTS 

The discussions of our Back to School Transition Committee have revolved around recommendations 
from the following:  The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the South Dakota Department 
of Health (DOH), the American Academy of Pediatricians (AAP) and the South Dakota Department of 
Education.   The protocols and procedures we are putting in place come from many of these 
recommendations. A beautiful thing about our school system is the strong sense of community. 
Numerous surveys speak to the “family” atmosphere in our Catholic School System. That is what we are 
about – family and taking care of one another. Some of the procedures/protocols we are requiring may 
be uncomfortable, such as wearing masks. But our decisions are for the good of our school community – 
every single member. Furthermore, we want the decisions we make to be good for not just our faculty, 
staff, and students, but for our moms, dads, grandpas, grandmas and greater community. If ever there 
was an opportunity to love one another, it is now. We wear a mask out of love for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ.  

The CDC recommends source control. If worn properly, a facemask helps block respiratory secretions 
produced by the wearer from contaminating other persons and surfaces (often called source control). 
Cloth face covering: Textile (cloth) covers are intended for source control. “They are not personal 
protective equipment (PPE) and it is uncertain whether cloth face coverings protect the wearer.” 
Therefore, all parties need to be wearing the face covering to achieve source control. 

 All faculty and staff will be required to wear masks. Students in grades 6-12 will also have this 
requirement. It is recommended that K-5 students wear masks, but we realize this may be more 
challenging. At the minimum, all Pre-5 students are asked to wear a mask when they arrive at school.  
Upon arrival, their temperature will be taken and we ask that students keep their mask on until they 
arrive in their classrooms. I have a deep concern for the safety of our faculty and staff and this is one 
simple way we can mitigate risk on their behalf.  Once in the classroom, the children may remove their 
mask or continue wearing it if they so choose.  Anytime a student needs to leave the classroom and go 
out into the hallway, they will be asked to wear a mask. HEPA filter units will also be placed in all 
classrooms at SES to help with mitigation of the coronavirus when the students are not wearing masks 
or are less than 6 feet apart. Elementary children will remain in their class (cohort) throughout the day. 
They will not be intermingling with other groups during the school day.  

I want to thank you in advance for your cooperation with this requirement.  Please know, this 
requirement will be removed as soon as it is safe to do so. Furthermore, we will be monitoring weather 
carefully. As always, if heat becomes an issue, we will close early for the day and if possible switch to 
remote learning to complete the day. This is still under discussion and you will be hearing more specifics 
from your building principals. 

PROCEDURES/PROTOCOLS 

FOOD SERVICE 

Masks, gloves and hair restraints, worn by child nutrition staff 
 Touch less point of sale 

o SES lunch cards collected  
o Middle school lunch cards collected 
o High school cashier at point of sale 

 Meals served by child nutrition staff  
o When and where possible, reduce the number of students eating in one location 
o Grab and go sacks for breakfast will be available 
o SES students -  lunch delivered and eaten in classrooms  
o MS students – lunches delivered to MS and eaten in classrooms 



o HS students  –lunches served in Commons (social distancing for serving line & seating 
observed) social distancing in gym/commons/patio observed   

o Open campus will be available for Seniors 

 Meals will be prepackaged  

 No self serve 

 No salad bar 

 Only prepackaged, individually wrapped items for self-serve, such as salads, sandwiches, fruits, and 
vegetables used at the high school level 

 Individually prepackaged condiments 

 All Child Nutrition Staff continue with Sanitation and Safety Training 

 Bleach solutions used for all sanitizing situations 

 Sanitize tables in-between groups 

 Hand sanitizer will be in the cafeteria for students 

 Marking will be placed on floors for social distancing 

 Social distance will be enforced as much as possible 

FACILITIES 

 Entrance doors to all facilities will be wiped down before/after students enter in the morning, mid-
day, and after students leave 

 Bathrooms cleaned 3-4 times daily 

 Alcohol-based  hand sanitizers will be provided  for each classroom. Also, in main traffic areas such 
as all entrances, hallways, and commons/lunchrooms we will be installing new hand sanitizers 

 Sanitize all chairs and tables used in common classrooms or areas in between uses 

 Thoroughly clean and disinfect classrooms and other areas using EPA-registered disinfectants. Use 
extra care when disinfecting high-touch areas such as floors, doorknobs, tables, handles, etc. 

 Post signage reminding students of hygiene practices and include them in communication with 
parents 

 In the event of an outbreak, we will be spraying down classroom(s) and/or disinfecting the entire 
building with our new spraying equipment 

 Eliminate the use of water fountains. The bottle filler station will remain open for students to refill 
water bottles 

 
BUSINESS OFFICE 
Thanks to many generous private donors and institutions, the Rapid City Catholic School System is able 
to offer $225,000 in grants and other financial aid to students in need of assistance for the 2020-2021 
school year.   
 
The application process is ongoing and we encourage you to apply.  To qualify, you must complete an 
application through TADS.  To apply for tuition assistance through TADS and the grants offered by 
RCCSS, please go to:  https://rccss.org/district-information/business-office/  or you may contact the 
business office at 605-348-1477 option 8. 
 
************************************** 

This is a lot of information to digest, but school will be here before we know it and I realize what it is like 
trying to plan for a new school year. Look for consistent information coming from the school between 
now and August 24th. In the next couple of weeks, more specific details from building principals will be 
sent out. You will also be hearing from us soon regarding our response protocols in the event of a 
positive case of coronavirus within our school. 

https://rccss.org/district-information/business-office/


I ask that you join me in daily prayer for the safety of our entire school community. People have said to 
me “Just have faith and all will be well.” My response to them is “I have a strong faith that is based on 
the knowledge that our Lord invites us to walk with Him in this journey of life.” He will take care of us, 
but we must also be responsible and do our part in making the best decisions possible that will keep His 
gift to us, our children, as safe as possible. 

May this upcoming school year be a blessing to you and your children.  You may call or email me at 
anytime if you have questions or concerns. We are in this together and I cannot think of a better group 
of people than the Rapid City Catholic School Community, to share this journey with. Enjoy the rest of 
summer and looking forward to seeing everyone soon. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Barb Honeycutt 

Barb Honeycutt, Superintendent 

 

“Developing Personal and Academic Excellence in the Catholic Tradition.” 


